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A Message from the Principal 
 
 
 
 This Course Selection Guide is designed to provide useful information both to you as 
students and to your parents regarding policies and courses at Holyoke High School.  I hope that 
it proves to be educationally profitable to you. 
 
 High school represents a time of great change for students.  The work load and social 
adjustments are greater here than they were at the middle school level.  Your years at Holyoke 
High School will be exciting, fulfilling, and loaded with many new opportunities of which you 
must take advantage. 
 
 Central to your life as a student at Holyoke High School and to your future is the 
selection of a meaningful course of study.  You need to work closely with your parents, teachers 
and guidance counselor in the scheduling process.  Your counselor will take your interests, 
experiences and abilities, apply that knowledge to your goals and work with you to develop the 
most appropriate schedule for the upcoming school year. 
 
 Please review this guide thoroughly; it will answer many of the questions you have about 
the scheduling process and the courses that are available to you.  Your guidance counselor will 
be able to answer any questions that you may still have regarding the scheduling process.  
 
                                                 
    David L. Dupont  
    Principal 
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VISION STATEMENT 
 
 Holyoke High School’s Vision is to ensure that all students are provided the opportunity 
to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to graduate prepared to pursue higher education 
without remediation and/or a rewarding career and function as responsible citizens in a diverse 
society.  
 The successful pursuit of our vision requires the active participation and cooperation of 
students, faculty, parents/guardians and the community at large. 
 

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT LEARNING 
 
Holyoke High School students will: 
 

Academic Expectations 

• Read effectively and critically for information and understanding 
• Communicate clearly and effectively as writers and speakers 
• Use critical thinking, problem-solving and reasoning techniques effectively 
• Demonstrate effective use of appropriate technology 
 

Social Expectations 

• Demonstrate open-mindedness and respect for all members of the school community 
• Assume responsibility for their behavior 
 

Civic Expectations 

• Participate in the school’s extracurricular and co-curricular activities and/or activities in the 
broader community 

• Understand their rights and responsibilities as members of the school community and larger 
community.  
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Student Course Selection Procedures 
 
   The outline of offerings in this course selection guide represents a comprehensive list of 
courses which are expected to be available.  Some courses may not actually be realized because 
of factors determined by subsequent School Committee decisions, appropriate enrollment, or the 
availability of certified teachers. 
  
 Courses which may be established, with School Committee approval, after the 
publication of this guide, will be announced and posted in the appropriate schools. 
 

1. To help with preliminary decisions, classroom teachers will discuss options of course 
sequence and levels within their departments.   

2. The guidance counselors will then begin the actual course selections with individual 
students.  A Parent Authorization Form containing a duplicate list of the courses selected 
for the upcoming year will be completed.  It must be signed by a parent and returned to 
their guidance counselor after the student's courses have been selected.  If the parents do 
not agree with the selection, they should indicate their preferences on the Parent 
Authorization Form.  This form should be returned by the student to the guidance 
counselor immediately in order that course changes can be made. 

3. Parents may reconsider selections even after returning the signed Parent Authorization 
Form.  Simply submit a signed note describing the change desired to the guidance 
counselor.  

4. Early in June, a Course Verification List will be generated for each student.  This is to 
insure that all course selections introduced into the computer for actual scheduling are 
correct.  This verification sheet constitutes the final opportunity to make course changes.  
After this point, student schedules are considered final except for administrative 
adjustments, course failures, or failure to meet prerequisites. 

5. Students and parents are advised that once the new school year has begun, all regulations 
concerning withdrawal from a course will be in effect. (See Withdrawal/Add 
Regulations.)   

Access to Equal Educational Opportunity 
 In compliance with Chapter 622 of the Acts of l971, and Title IX, all courses of study 
offered at Holyoke High School are open and available to all students without regard to race, 
color, sex, religion, national origin or sexual orientation.  Any suspected failure to abide by the 
provisions of federal and state statutes providing for equal opportunity should be reported to the 
Principal.  
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Course Withdrawal/Add Regulations 
 Students are expected to complete courses selected. Parents and members of the 
Educational Team (teachers, guidance counselors, department heads, and administrators), 
however, may initiate reasonable schedule changes only during special time windows for 
schedule changes.  
  

After the start of the school year, unless there is a scheduling conflict, there 
will be no changes in program except: 

 
1. During the first quarter of the school year, a change in academic level or to balance 

classes within a department may be made. 

2. A change to correct an error in a schedule may be made. 

3. For the Second Semester, depending upon course availability  

a. Senior students needing credits for graduation will be given priority for 
placement. 

b. A change in academic level or to balance classes within a department may be 
made during the first week of the second semester. A recommendation for a change 
resulting from a pre-referral conference, an I.E.P., or at the request of the supervisor of 
Special Needs for the Secondary Level may be made. 
 

4. Exceptions to the above regulations may be made only under extraordinary circumstances 
with the written permission of the principal. 

 
NOTE: With any change in ability level within a department, the student's numerical average 

will be forwarded to the new teacher. 

ALL CHANGES MADE IN A STUDENT PROGRAM WILL REQUIRE THE USE OF THE 
COURSE CHANGE REQUEST FORM. 

  
 Students may approach their teacher or guidance counselor and request that a course 
level change be considered.  To initiate this change, the student must obtain a COURSE 
CHANGE REQUEST FORM on which are listed all procedures to follow to complete a course 
change. 
 
 As set out in the steps on the COURSE CHANGE REQUEST FORM, the change request 
will be reviewed by the parties concerned and a decision rendered.  If the request is approved, 
the guidance counselor will complete an ADD/DROP FORM. Should the request be denied, an 
appeal by the parent of the student may be made through the head of the department in which the 
course is offered or through the principal. 
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COURSE CHANGE REQUEST FORM 
 

 
Student:                                            I.D.# HR  Date: 

Counselor: 

Course Change Request:   From:                                                         To:  

Reason for Request: 

I.)  Teacher’s Comments 

 

 

Teacher’s Signature Date 

 

II.)  Department Chair's Comments 

     

  Department Chair’s Signature  Date 

 

III.)  Guidance Counselor’s Comments 

   

 

Effects of Change on promotion/graduation/schedule 

 

 

 Guidance Counselor’s Signature  Date 

 

IV.)  Parent’s Comments   

 

Parent’s Signature Date 

 

V.)  Final Disposition  
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Grading System 
Weighted Values 

 
 Numerical AP  Honors Standard  

 Grade  Level  Level Level    
 Equivalent Courses Courses Courses 
 

 A+ 97-100  5.00   4.66 4.33  
 A 93-96  4.66  4.33 4.00  
 A- 90-92  4.33    4.00 3.66  
 B+ 87-89  4.00    3.66 3.33  
 B 83-86  3.66   3.33 3.00  
 B- 80-82  3.33   3.00 2.66  
 C+ 77-79  3.00    2.66 2.33  
 C 73-76  2.66    2.33 2.00  
 C- 70-72  2.33    2.00 1.66  
 D+ 67-69  2.00    1.66 1.33  
 D 63-66  1.66    1.33 1.00  
 D- 60-62  1.33    1.00 0.66  
 F+ 50-59                0.00   0.00 0.00 
 F 0-49 0.00   0.00 0.00   
 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (G.P.A.) will be computed as the sum of credits each 
multiplied by their weighted value and then divided by the sum of credits.  All graded courses 
contribute towards the G.P.A. except for Practical Office Experience.   

HIGH HONOR ROLL will be determined by a grade point average of 3.66 or higher.  
Honor rolls are based on grades at 10 week marking periods.  Grades in Practical Office 
Experience will not be included in honor roll calculations. 

HONOR ROLL will be determined by a grade point average equal to or greater than 
3.00 but less than 3.66.  Grades in Practical Office Experience will not be included in honor roll 
calculations. 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY candidates must maintain an earned grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher as well as demonstrate outstanding qualities in three additional areas:  
Leadership, Character, and Service. 

RANK IN CLASS will be determined by the GPA over sixteen quarters. Grades in 
Practical Office Experience will not be included in rank in class calculations. 

 
 In order to permit students, parents, and college officers to read and interpret transcripts 
or report cards easily, the weights of grades are based around the standard 4.0 point scale.  A 
student receiving all Standard 'A's, or all Standard 'B's, or all Standard 'C's would receive, 
respectively, a 4.0, 3.0, or a 2.0 grade point average.  
  Under a weighted system, it is possible for a talented student to have a GPA higher than 
4.0.  With the number of advanced weighted courses available to students grades 9-12, it is 
possible for the maximum weighted GPA to be 4.67. 
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 The GPA derived from the weighted grades is a good measure of a student's individual 
achievement.  It does provide a single number, "the average", of four years of a student's grades.  
Weighted GPA is also used as a standard to determine Honor Rolls and membership in the 
National Honor Society, and as such it recognizes a student's achievement at his or her own 
ability level. 

Rotating Schedule 
 Holyoke High School follows a rotation system in which the seven class periods are 
rotated daily.   

National Honor Society 
 In order to be considered for membership in the National Honor Society, a student must 
have demonstrated academic achievement, active participation in school activities, service to 
school and community, and maintained a character reflecting scholarship and concerned 
citizenship.    
 Membership will require presentation of documented evidence of scholarship, 
participation in school activities, and recognition/awards.  Membership will be open to qualified 
juniors and seniors based on objective criteria.  Evidence of positive character traits and 
leadership will be expected.  Student achievement will be reviewed twice a year.  Failure to 
maintain these requirements will result in a period of probation not to exceed one quarter of the 
school year.  Rejection does not preclude reapplication the next year. 
 

 Scholarship 

• A student must achieve and maintain a 3.5 cumulative grade point average. 

  Character 

• A student must not exceed 10  absences. 
• A student must not exceed 10  tardies. 
• Any student who exceeds the limit of absences or tardies must submit documentation 

in order to be considered or re-evaluated. 
• Any student suspended or assigned to In-house must submit documentation in order to 

be considered or re-evaluated.  Any active member receiving a suspension will be 
placed on probation pending examination of his/her records at the biannual review.  

 Service 

• A candidate and member must actively participate in at least two school activities in 
the year of application and at least two school activities in the previous school year. 

• A candidate and member must volunteer his/her service(s) in the school and      
community. 

• Consideration will be given to a student who has maintained a continuing paid 
employment during the year. 

• These standards must be continued throughout membership. 
 Leadership 

• A student must demonstrate a positive guiding influence in some activity either in or 
out of school life, and he/she must be thoroughly dependable in any responsibility 
accepted. 

• Consideration will be given to a student who receives special recognition, honor, or 
awards in school or community activities. 
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Notes for Transfer Students 

 
A. Entering Honors or Advanced Placement Course Sequences 
 

 Holyoke High School offers honors or advanced weighted courses in Foreign 
Language, Mathematics, Science, English, Business and Social Studies.  If the student feels 
qualified, and the Guidance Counselor approves, a student may elect any of the honors 
courses based on his or her achievement at other schools.   
 
 A transfer student who feels that his or her background is sufficient to elect the 
honors sequence should receive approval from the Department Chairman to work out a plan 
of study for his or her remaining years at Holyoke High. 
 

B.  Students Transferring from Any Vocational /Technical School 
   

 A student transferring from a vocational/technical school will be credited with a 
maximum 10 vocational credits (shop credits) per year.  

 
C. Students Transferring from Dean 
 

 To the Parent and Student applying to transfer from Dean Technical to Holyoke High 
School or from Holyoke High School to Dean Technical High School: 
  Transferring from one high school in Holyoke to another once the school year has 
begun is a serious decision and should be made only for very important reasons. 
       The high school to which a student is transferring may not be able to offer exactly the 
same program, possibly resulting in the loss of academic credit in certain courses for the year 
in which the transfer occurs.  
  A request for a transfer after the end of the 1st quarter requires the approval of both 
high school principals and will only be considered in emergency situations.  
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GRADE PROMOTION POLICY 
AND 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Listed below are the minimum requirements for grade promotion and for graduation: 

• All courses must be taken and completed and all credits earned while the student is 
enrolled in high school or an accredited post-high school program. 

• The Massachusetts Department of Education requires that students pass the MCAS 
exam in order to graduate. Starting with the Class of 2010, an Educational 
Proficiency Plan (EPP) will be required for every student who has not scored at 
least 240 on the  10th grade Mathematics and/or English Language Arts test/retests. 
Successful completion of the EPP will be required in the subject area in which the 
student did not score 240. 

• Students must meet the graduation requirements of the class with which they 
graduate. 

• Students who do not satisfy the graduation requirement cannot participate in 
graduation exercises. 

 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

          
For all classes, the following requirements must be included in the total credits for graduation: 
  English 4 courses 
  Mathematics 3 courses 
  Social Studies 2 courses (including U.S. History), 3 starting 

with the class of 2013 
  Science 3 courses (starting with the Class of 2010) 
 
In addition, all students must take 4 courses in physical education (1 each year). 
 
If necessary, a grade 12 student may take both English 11 and English 12, or the equivalent in 
English as a Second Language/English courses.  
 

PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Promotion from grade 9 to 10 30 credits including English/ESL  
 
Promotion from grade 10 to 11 60 credits including English/ESL  
 
Promotion from grade 11 to 12 90 credits including English/ESL*  
 
For graduation  A minimum of 120 credits 
 
Summer School attendance will be allowed only for students with a final grade of F+ (50-59) in 
the course they wish to retake.  
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State College and University Course Requirements 
 
 The public four-year colleges and universities in Massachusetts require 16 one-year units  
College Preparatory course work as MINIMUM eligibility requirements: 

 
 4 Units in ENGLISH emphasizing reading, writing, composition, and literature. 

  3   Units in MATHEMATICS; Algebra I and II, Geometry, Trigonometry, and 
Mathematical Analysis. A fourth year of mathematics is recommended for 
students interested in college physics, engineering, or nursing/health sciences. 

  3 Units in SCIENCE, including two with labs, such as Chemistry, Biology, or 
Physics. 

  2 Units in SOCIAL SCIENCE, including one year of U.S History. 

  2 Units in FOREIGN LANGUAGE.  Two years of a single foreign language is a 
minimum with three years recommended. 

  
Additional elective units in specified areas: 
      
   ENGLISH 

   MATHEMATICS      
   COMPUTER SCIENCE     

   NATURAL AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE   
   SOCIAL SCIENCE      

   FOREIGN LANGUAGE      
   VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS    

   HUMANITIES  
  
Special exemptions exist for vocational/technical students and learning disabled students. 
These students are referred to college admissions officers for further clarification.  
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Holyoke High School Activities 

Sports           
VARSITY  J. V.       FRESHMEN   
Baseball  Baseball   Baseball 
Basketball (boys)  Basketball (boys)  Basketball (boys) 
Basketball (girls)  Basketball (girls)  Basketball (girls) 
Cheerleading (co-ed) Cheerleading (co-ed) 

  Cross Country (boys)  
  Cross Country (girls) 
  Field Hockey (girls)  Field Hockey (girls)  
  Football Football Football 
  Golf 
  Ice Hockey 
  Indoor Track (boys) 
  Indoor Track (girls) 
  Skiing (boys ) 
  Skiing (girls) 
  Soccer (boys) Soccer (boys) Soccer (boys) 
  Soccer (girls) Soccer (girls)  
  Softball Softball  
  Swimming (boys) 
  Swimming (girls) 
  Tennis (boys) 
  Tennis (girls) 
  Track & Field (boys) 
  Track & Field (girls) 
  Volleyball (boys) Volleyball (boys) 
  Volleyball (girls) Volleyball (girls) 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Activities 

 Anime (Japanese Art) Club   GEAR-UP  
 Art Club  Herald 
 As Schools Match Wits  Latin Club 
 Band (Concert, Jazz, & Marching)  Math Club 
 Bilingual Club  National Honor Society 
 Business and Educational Technology Club   Operation Close-Up  
 Choir (Bell, Concert, & Madrigal)  SCORE Peer Mediators 
 Color Guard  Spanish Club 
 Connections   Student Council 
 Debate Team  Upward Bound-HCC 
 Drama Club  Upward Bound-Northfield Mt. Herman 
 French Club  Yearbook 

Gay & Straight Alliance 
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Office Hours 
 

   All teachers are available for an after school office hour on a weekly basis.  The specific 
day on which the office hour is scheduled rotates yearly.  Contact the Guidance Department for 
this year's office hour schedule. 

 
Holyoke High School 

Attendance Policy 
 

1. A student must be in attendance for at least 92% of the days school is in session.  
That is, to earn promotion to the subsequent grade, a student must not miss more than 
nine (14) days.  It is understood that 14 represents a maximum figure and that 
students should make every reasonable effort to be in school every day. 

2. When a student is absent for a maximum of seven (7) days, or when a suspicious 
attendance pattern is apparent, the school will contact the parent(s)/legal guardian(s) 
in writing, in the language of the home, requesting a conference between 
parent(s)/legal guardian(s) and Principal or Assistant Principal.  Parent(s)/legal 
guardian(s) need to respond within a five-day period. If the student is under sixteen 
(16) years of age, it should be expressly understood that failure for parent(s)/legal 
guardian(s) to respond will result in the case being referred to the Office of Student 
Services.  

3. When a student under sixteen (16) years of age is absent for ten (10) days, school 
personnel will make a home visit and report back to the school in writing.  When a 
CHINS (Child In Need of Services) Petition is to be filed, the school will submit an 
Attendance Form to the Attendance Officer.  On this form, in addition to the 
information requested, the school will document its contacts with parent(s)/legal 
guardian(s). The school will continue to closely monitor the student’s attendance. 

4. It is extremely important that days of absence built into the attendance policy are not 
to be considered as authorized days for absence but are reserved for illness and 
emergencies.  It is important for parent(s)/legal guardian(s) and students to be aware 
of the consequences of absences from school when making appointments during 
school hours or vacation plans which might involve days out of school.  Such 
absences may result in loss of credit. 

5. Truancy: When a student is absent for a maximum of three (3) days without 
permission, the school will contact the parent(s)/legal guardian(s) by phone or in 
writing, informing them of these unexcused absences. 

6. Students must be in attendance at school by 11:30 a.m. daily in order to be marked 
present.  Students who arrive at school after 11:30 a.m. shall be marked absent for the 
day.   

7. A student must be in attendance for at least 92% of the days school is in session.  
That is, to earn promotion to the subsequent grade, a student must not miss more than 
nine (14) days.  It is understood that 14 represents a maximum figure and that 
students should make every reasonable effort to be in school every day. 
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Holyoke High School 
Attendance Policy 

 
8. When a student is absent for a maximum of seven (7) days, or when a suspicious 

attendance pattern is apparent, the school will contact the parent(s)/legal guardian(s) 
in writing, in the language of the home, requesting a conference between 
parent(s)/legal guardian(s) and Principal or Assistant Principal.  Parent(s)/legal 
guardian(s) need to respond within a five-day period. If the student is under sixteen 
(16) years of age, it should be expressly understood that failure for parent(s)/legal 
guardian(s) to respond will result in the case being referred to the Office of Student 
Services.  

9. When a student under sixteen (16) years of age is absent for ten (10) days, school 
personnel will make a home visit and report back to the school in writing.  When a 
CHINS (Child In Need of Services) Petition is to be filed, the school will submit an 
Attendance Form to the Attendance Officer.  On this form, in addition to the 
information requested, the school will document its contacts with parent(s)/legal 
guardian(s). The school will continue to closely monitor the student’s attendance. 

10. It is extremely important that days of absence built into the attendance policy are not 
to be considered as authorized days for absence but are reserved for illness and 
emergencies.  It is important for parent(s)/legal guardian(s) and students to be aware 
of the consequences of absences from school when making appointments during 
school hours or vacation plans which might involve days out of school.  Such 
absences may result in loss of credit. 

11. Truancy: When a student is absent for a maximum of three (3) days without 
permission, the school will contact the parent(s)/legal guardian(s) by phone or in 
writing, informing them of these unexcused absences. 

12. Students must be in attendance at school by 11:30 a.m. daily in order to be marked 
present.  Students who arrive at school after 11:30 a.m. shall be marked absent for the 
day.   

 
I.D. Policy 

 
Students shall wear their proper student identification cards (IDs) at all times during the 

school day.  Students shall not be allowed in class without their IDs.  Students not wearing their 
IDs will be sent to their assistant principals.  Students failing to wear their I.D.s face 
progressively stronger disciplinary consequences, including warnings, detentions and 
suspensions. 

 
 

Students who lose their identification cards (IDs) will be sent to the ID office with 
permission from their Assistant Principal. Beginning with the 3rd offense of a lost or missing ID, 
the student will be charged $3.00 for replacement of the ID.  In lieu of payment of the ID 
replacement charge, the student may agree to provide 45 minutes of community service after 
school.  Once such an agreement is made, failure to provide the community service as scheduled 
will result in the imposition of the $3.00 charge.   
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Program of Studies 

 
This section lists all credited courses offered by all departments at Holyoke High School.  

The availability of each course is contingent upon enrollment. Each entry has a short description 
of the course content as well as information on assigned credits, course duration, course weights, 
and prerequisites.  Students should familiarize themselves with the course offerings before 
scheduling a meeting with their guidance counselor.   

 
Explanation of Abbreviations 

 
hr - represents the number of periods that a course meets during one week..  A 2.5 hr course 

meets every other day. 
 
wk- represents the number of weeks a course is scheduled. 
 
cr - represents the number of credits assigned to a course. All graded courses receive credit.  

Assignment of credits is based on one rule:  one credit is assigned for one classroom hour 
per week over the entire school year of 40 weeks.  Multiples or fractions of credits are 
assigned based on the number of weekly meetings or terms a course covers. 

 
wt - represents the academic weight assigned to a course.  Holyoke High School recognizes 

that all courses have intrinsic value, but to provide for the wide diversity of student 
interests and abilities, and to encourage students to select more challenging offerings, the 
following weights have been adopted: 

 
• Advanced wt is assigned to courses that demand achievement equivalent to 

comparable college courses or at a significantly  more demanding pace and depth. 
• Standard wt is assigned to courses that require achievement appropriate to a quality 

high school. 
 

 Prerequisites are to be viewed as firm guidelines for registration in any course.  A student 
may submit a written request that prerequisites for a specific course or courses be waived.  The 
written request must detail reasons for the waiver of any prerequisites.  Such cases will be 
reviewed by the appropriate Department Head(s) and the Principal.  A proficiency test may be 
required.  
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BUSINESS AND EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT 
 
 The Holyoke High School Business and Educational Technology Department offers 
instruction in business practices to students who plan to further their business studies at the 
post secondary level as well as to students who intend to enter the workplace upon graduation. 
Students may freely select from any of these courses to suit their needs or abilities.  Successful 
completion of 624 Microsoft Office Suite is a prerequisite for all business courses except 
Accounting I and Accounting Intensive.  Questions regarding prerequisites should be referred 
to the Department Chair.   Course enrollment is limited by availability of computers. 
 
624 Microsoft Office Suite 5hr 40wk 5cr   Standard wt  

This is an introductory course designed to provide an overview of keyboarding and 
Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint.  The technology skills gained can be applied to 
work in other business courses and/or transferred into other curricular areas, including 
mathematics, English, science, social studies and foreign languages.  This course is a 
prerequisite for most business courses.  This course is highly recommended for Freshmen 
and incoming students.  HCC articulation agreement – 1 college credit 

 
602 Microsoft Office Suite Intensive 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

This course offers students an opportunity to learn Microsoft Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint and typing in a fast paced working environment.  This class is designed for 
the senior student who has not had the time or space to fit a computer class into his/her 
schedule.  This course is a pre-requisite for most business classes.  
PREREQUISITE:  Senior standing only. HCC articulation agreement – 1 college 
credit 

 
610 Accounting I 5hr 40wk 5cr   Standard wt 

This course introduces basic accounting concepts and career options.  The major focus is 
on principles and practices of accounting: full accounting cycles for single 
proprietorships and partnerships.   

 PREREQUISITE:  A grade of 'C' or better in Math. 
 
310 Accounting II Honors 5hr 40wk 5cr        Honor wt 

This course reinforces fundamental Accounting I principles and extends them to more 
complex accounting practices.  Competency-based goals, tasks, and simulations help 
prepare students for entry-level accounting positions or for further study in accounting.  
PREREQUISITE:  A grade of 'B’ or better in Accounting I 610 or Accounting 
Intensive 612. 
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612 Accounting Intensive 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

This accounting course offers an accelerated approach to all students interested in 
learning about the accounting cycle.  Automated Accounting software enables students to 
learn how computers are used for business record-keeping and accounting needs.  
Accounting software offers integration with other application such as spreadsheets and 
word processors.  Emphasis will be placed upon the theory and purpose of accounting.  
Students will become competent using all books of financial record.  Formatting and 
interpreting financial reports for service and merchandising business will be stressed.  
This course is a “must” for all students planning a major in the many fields of business 
and economics at the college level. 

 PREREQUISITE:  A grade of 'C' or better in Math.  Microsoft Office Suite 624 
recommended or some knowledge of Word or Excel. 

 
620 Accounting III Honors 5hr 40wk 5cr      Honors wt 

This course provides an in-depth study of selected advanced accounting topics with 
emphasis placed on analysis of accounts and financial statements.  

 PREREQUISITE:  A grade of 'B' or better in Accounting II 310. 
 
614 Accounting IV Honors 5hr 40wk 5cr      Honors wt 

This course provides an in-depth study of selected advanced accounting topics with 
emphasis placed on Corporation Accounting, Management Accounting, Cost Accounting 
and Budgeting Financial Reporting for a Non-Profit Organization.  This course 
emphasizes accounting in a student's career and concepts using modern businesses to 
which students can relate.  Performance reports, management decision, cash flow 
analysis and financial reporting for a not for profit governmental organization are some 
of the topics to be studied. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of Accounting III Honors. 
 
625 Sport Management  5 hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

This course provides students with exposure to the spectrum of skills associated with 
working in the Sport Industry.  Students will be involved in decision making problem 
solving and comparative analysis activities.  Students will also have the opportunity to 
research current jobs in the sports field and explore educational pathways at the 
collegiate level.  History of sport, consumer behavior, sport law, sport marketing and 
sponsorship are only a few of the topics covered in class. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Microsoft Office Suite 624 or Microsoft Office Suite Intensive 602. 
 
631 Sport Management II 5 hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 
 This course offers an in-depth study of management techniques and strategies required 

for successful planning, promotion, and implementation of a special event in a sports 
oriented setting. Students will apply skills previously discussed regarding decision 
making, marketing, sport law, finance and sponsorship. 

 PREREQUISITE:  625 Sport Management, a “B” average or better, instructor approval 
required. 
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629 Microsoft Office User Specialist (MOUS) 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

This prep course provides a framework for end-user proficiency with Microsoft Office 
Suite applications.  An opportunity is provided to master the four components of the 
suite:  Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft PowerPoint and Microsoft Access.   
PREREQUISITE:  Microsoft Office Suite 624 with a 'C' or better.  HCC 
articulation agreement – 4 college credits for 625 & 629 

 
636 Money and Banking I 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

Become a financially responsible individual!  Students will analyze their current financial 
status and design future financial goals.  Learn about credit and how not to jeopardize 
your future.  The course will highlight reasons behind good decision making and 
investment planning as well as various investment choices.  Participation in Stock Market 
competitions will give students an opportunity to manage various stock portfolios. 

 PREREQUISITE: Microsoft Office Suite 624 
 
638 Money and Banking II 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

Emphasis of the class will focus on an advanced study of the stock market including 
expanding financial vocabulary.  Topics covered include real time examination of 
business events as they occur and the learning and using of tools required to evaluate 
company and industry performances. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Money & Banking I 636 with a grade of 'C' or better. 
 
637 Web Page Design I 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

Students will explore current web sites and learn the critical components for effective 
web site designs.  Using Hypertext Markup Language (html), students will design and 
compose several project web sites.  They will also learn how to design web sites using 
Dreamweaver software.  HCC articulation agreement – 3 college credits 

 PREREQUISITE: Microsoft Office Suite 624  
 
635 Web Page Design II 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 
 Students will apply acquired web page design skills to real world situations. Students will 

be expected to work on the creation, design, and maintenance of web sites utilizing the 
skills and knowledge from Web I. Students may have the opportunity to work on other 
community and business websites. 

 PREREQUISITE:  637 Web Page I, a “B” average or better, instructor approval 
required. 

 
643 Desktop Publishing 5hr 40wk 5cr   Standard wt 

Through the use of Adobe InDesign software, students will develop basic skills in the 
fundamentals of desktop publishing.  Principles of layout and design, graphic techniques, 
and publishing terminology are stressed.  Opportunities for creativity, problem solving, 
and decision making are incorporated. 

 PREREQUISITE: Adobe Illustrator 646 and Adobe Photoshop 645. 
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645 Adobe Photoshop 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

Adobe Photoshop is a hands-on introductory course that will introduce the student to the 
basics of Photoshop.  Adobe Photoshop is a professional image-editing program used to 
create original artwork, manipulate color images, and retouch photographs for page 
layout, multimedia, and the Web.  In this course, students will learn many of the basic 
skills that will allow them to take advantage of Photoshop's powerful tools. 

 PREREQUISITE: Microsoft Office Suite 624 
 
 
646 Adobe Illustrator 5hr 20wk  2.5cr        Standard wt 
 Adobe Illustrator is a hands-on introductory course that will introduce the student to the 

basics of Illustrator.  Adobe Illustrator is a professional illustration software program 
used to create graphics and type effects for page layout, multimedia, and the web.  In this 
course, students will learn many of the basic skills that will allow them to take advantage 
of Illustrator's powerful tools. 

 PREREQUISITE: Microsoft Office Suite 624 
 
622 Graphic Art Portfolio 5hr 20wk 2.5cr Standard wt 
 This course offers motivated students an opportunity to develop skills in the area of 

personal interest. Students work independently under supervision. 
 PREREQUISITE:  645 Adobe Photoshop, 646 Adobe Illustrator, 643 Desktop 

Publishing, a “B” or better, instructor and department head approval required. 
 
706 Publication Production   5hr 40wk 5cr   Standard wt 

Utilizing available technology and community resources, students enrolled in this course 
will expand their technology and graphic arts knowledge by producing publications for 
the school.  This hands-on business experience will guide the student from initial sale to 
final product. 
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

 
728 Jobs for Bay State Graduates Senior 5hr 40wk 5cr   Standard wt 
732 Jobs for Bay State Graduates Junior 5hr 40wk 5cr   Standard wt 
734 Jobs for Bay State Graduates Soph  5hr 40wk 5cr   Standard wt 

Jobs for Bay State Graduates, Inc. (JBSG), provides academic and career counseling to 
high school students in need of personal and job preparation services.  In the 10th and 11th 
grade years, students are involved in a career awareness program curriculum that focuses 
on drop out prevention.  During the senior year, the curriculum focuses on career 
development, job attainment and retention, job survival, basic skill remediation, and 
leadership development.  Students have the opportunity to apply the skills they learn in 
the JBSG classroom through their participation in the Bay State Career Association.  This 
student run organization motivates students through pride of membership and 
participation in project-based activities that teach career preparation, leadership, and 
civic and social awareness. 

 
 After graduation from high school, JBSG students receive 12 months of follow-up 

services.  Through ongoing contact with both the students and the employers, the job 
specialist assists students with finding full-time, entry level employment, continuing their 
education, or both to ensure a successful transition from school to work.  The focus of the 
Jobs for Bay State Graduates program is to provide students with the tools necessary to 
stay and succeed in school, obtain a high school diploma, and find gainful employment 
upon graduation from high school. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

 
 The English program addresses the traditional elements of reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and reasoning.  It develops understandings and applications in the language arts and in 
composition and communication, and exposes students to quality literature and consequently 
involves them with issues of the human condition. 
 Students are assigned to one of four levels of academic intensity including AP on the 
basis of their demonstrated achievement reflected in standardized test results, English grades, 
and teacher recommendations. 
 Advanced English students should self-select the level, score in the top 20% of their class 
on standardized tests rank in the top 25% of their class, have earned an English grade of A or B 
at the Standard level (A, B, or C at the Advanced level), and be recommended by their current 
English teacher. 
 
109 English I Honors 5hr     40wk     5cr        Honor wt 

The course is designed to foster understandings and applications in the language arts and 
in composition and communication, and to familiarize students with a variety of 
literature. 

 
113 English I 5hr     40wk     5cr   Standard wt 

This course introduces fundamental English elements and familiarizes students with the 
types of literature. 

  
120  English II Honors 5hr     40wk     5cr         Honors wt 
 Advanced sophomore English students are expected to meet the requirements of an 

intensive, comprehensive program of grammar, literature, vocabulary and composition.  
They will be expected to undertake outside reading and projects that include library and 
literary research. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of English 1 113 or English I Honors 109 and 
recommendation from Department Chair. 

 
123 English II 5hr     40wk     5cr   Standard wt 
 This course improves understandings and applications in English, and acquaints students 

with the variety of literary forms and origins. 
   
130  English III Honors 5hr     40wk     5cr      Honors wt 
 English III Honors examines carefully the works and the authors of British literature 

from the Anglo-Saxon epic Beowulf, the tales of Chaucer, the Elizabethan sonneteers, 
Shakespeare's Macbeth, the Metaphysical poets, Milton's Paradise Lost, Swift's satires, 
the Romantic poets, the Victorians, to the Twentieth Century writers.  Novels studied are 
Wuthering Heights, The Return of the Native, The Heart of Darkness, Frankenstein, Lost 
Horizon, as well as such works as Les Miserables, Siddhartha and Metamorphosis.  
Writing provides experiences in diverse composition modes.  Vocabulary workbooks 
offer thorough preparation for Scholastic Aptitude Verbal Tests. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of English II 123 or English II Honors 120 
and recommendation from Department Chair. 
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139 English III AP 5hr     40wk     5cr             AP wt 
 This class intensely explores in detail literary devices and genres in British literary 

history and selective world literature.  Extensive reading and analysis of classic literature, 
frequent research, and focused compositions are integral components of this class. 

 PREREQUISITE:  A minimum of a 'B' average in Honors English II, a letter of 
recommendation from the English II teacher, and a writing sample. Summer assignments 
are mandatory. 

 
133 English III 5hr     40wk     5cr   Standard wt 

This course consolidates understandings and applications in English and acquaints 
students with representative works from British literature. 

  
140  English IV Honors 5hr     40wk     5cr       Honors wt 

Honors English IV is an intense course emphasizing critical thinking and analysis.  The 
focus of the course is American literature, Hamlet and formal critical literary 
composition.  In addition to poetry and short stories, honors seniors read a classic literary 
work every month and are required to write a three to five page analytical paper for each.  
The culminating project is a senior thesis which is a ten to twenty page critical analysis 
of an American work of personal choice.  Each student will be required to defend his/her 
thesis orally.  The course is demanding in time, and accelerated students should have a 
deep commitment to exploring, in depth, the world of literature and formal composition. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of English III/English III Honors and 
recommendation from Department Chair. 

 
149  English IV AP 5hr    40wk    5cr             AP wt 
 This class in American and selective world literature has an intense concentration on 

writing styles, literary devices, and critical thinking.  Specific emphasis is also placed on 
effective modes of communication.  Frequent and focused compositions, including 
research, is also required. 

 PREREQUISITE:  A minimum of a 'B' average in AP or Honors English III, a letter of 
recommendation from the English III teacher, and a writing sample. Summer assignments 
are mandatory. 

 
143 English IV 5hr     40wk     5cr   Standard wt 

This course refines understandings and applications in English and acquaints students 
with representative works of American literature. 

 
754 Read 180 5hr 40wk     5cr   Standard wt 

This course is designed to engage students in rigorous activities that will enhance their 
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension skills as well as develop the mastery of higher 
order thinking skills.  Through the use of interactive work texts, age-appropriate reading 
books, and individualized instructional software, students will attain new levels of 
understanding and use writing and grammar skills to respond to a variety of literature. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Placement in Read 180 754 is based on MAP scores. 
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702 Media  5hr      40wk      5cr   Standard wt 
This course offers students a comprehensive picture of today's media focusing on social 
and ethical responsibilities, freedom of expression, and latest developments. The course 
provides experience in production and publication. 

 PREREQUISITE:  At least sophomore standing and recommendation of the Media 
teacher. 

707 Holocaust/Human Rights  2.5hr   20wk   2.5cr   Standard wt 
This course is designed to foster understandings and applications in language arts 
composition, reading comprehension and communication.  It familiarizes students with 
events related to the Holocaust and Apartheid. 

 
713 Writing For the Next Level 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 

This course emphasizes the writing process as it applies to various forms of composition 
and acquaints students with different kinds of writing that will be needed for senior year 
and college.  Students will become familiar with a variety of writings.  The MLA 
Handbook will be used as a major resource. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Junior or senior standing only. 
 
716 MCAS English PREP 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 
 Emphasis will be placed on test taking strategies, test practice and familiarization with 

the MCAS rubrics in English and mathematics.  Recommended for all grade 9 students 
who have no experience with the MCAS as well as those who have had difficulty with 
prior MCAS tests. 

 
710 Career Planning 5 hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 
 A one-semester class that will provide an exploration of careers, and the development of 

an individual career plan.  Students will benefit from greater knowledge of career options 
and the decision making processes involved.  The creation of an individual career plan 
will assist students and their parents with future educational choices. 

 
725 Study Skills 2.5hr 20wk     2.5cr   Standard wt 

The course is designed to assist students in passing tests.  Various techniques needed for 
students to feel knowledgeable and comfortable are taught and practiced daily. 

 
726 Reading/Writing  2.5hr 20wk     2.5cr   Standard wt 
 The reading/writing course offers students an opportunity to express their observations 

and feelings based on their reading of novels and short stories.  Focus is on the writing 
process steps and the parts of a story. 

 
722 SAT English Prep (Fall) 5hr 20wk 1.25cr   Standard wt 
723 SAT English Prep (Spring) 5hr 20wk 1.25cr   Standard wt 

 This course will provide a focused presentation of the material that is covered on the 
SAT exam.  Practice SAT exams will be administered, scored and discussed.  General 
test taking strategies will be explored. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Must have a 2.0 GPA or better to enroll in this course. 
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 742  Video Production         5hr  40wk  5cr Standard wt  
 Provides a hands-on introduction to producing videos and broadcast television.  The class 

will focus on four basic components; proper handling and operation of a video camera, 
recording audio with a variety of microphones, the important role of lighting, and the use 
of technology through editing software for students to deliver finished video to a viewing 
audience.  Students will complete programs working alone, or in teams similar to a 
broadcast studio crew.  Subjects will range from arts and theatre, documentary and news, 
to sports and commercials.  Note:  Students will be required to sign a contract of 
responsibility for equipment use. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
 

  The English Language Learners (ELL) Program offers the limited English proficient 
student a unique opportunity to participate fully in the educational process at Holyoke High 
School.  The program seeks to provide its students with a broad range of academic courses to 
prepare them to pursue post-secondary education, or to enter the world of work.  Students have 
the opportunity to explore the cultural aspects of our community through coursework and their 
enrollment in elective courses in the art, music, physical education departments. 
 The ELL Program follows the sheltered immersion philosophy.  The ELL program offers 
a range of sheltered immersion courses which will allow the student to achieve at the same rate 
as the mainstream program student. 
 ELL mathematics, science and social studies courses are included under their respective 
departments and are equivalent to those courses offered in the mainstream.  ELL students whose 
English proficiency allows them to participate fully are encouraged to take academic courses in 
English. 
 Spanish Language Art courses provide for the development of language and literary 
skills at the high school level.  
 English as a Second Language (E.S.L.) courses are designed to provide the ELL Program 
students with the skills necessary to succeed in an English speaking environment.  E.L.L. 
courses are levelized in order to allow students to be placed and to progress through the program 
as they acquire skills in English.  All students are placed in E.S.L. classes according to their 
English proficiency, not by grade level. 
 

 156 E.S.L. I Lan/Arts  5hr     40wk       5cr     Standard wt  
 ESL I Lan/Arts is designed as the listening, comprehension and speaking component of a 

first-year English as a Second Language course for Beginner students.  Reading and 
writing are also utilized to develop proper pronunciation, basic grammar and vocabulary.   

 
 157 E.S.L. I Lit/Com    5hr     40wk       5cr     Standard wt  

ESL I Lit/Com is designed as the reading and writing component of a first-year English 
as a Second Language course for Beginner students.  The development of vocabulary and 
reading for comprehension is stressed.  Writing, speaking and listening are also utilized 
to express ideas and to discuss and analyze print and non-print texts.    

 
158 E.S.L. II Lan/Arts    5hr     40wk       5cr     Standard wt 

ESL II Lan/Arts is designed as the listening, comprehension and speaking component of 
a second-year English as a Second Language course for Early-Intermediate students.  
Reading and writing are also utilized as reinforcement to develop pronunciation, 
grammar and vocabulary.   

 
159 E.S.L. II Lit/Com    5hr     40wk       5cr   Standard wt 

ESL II Lit/Com is designed as the reading and writing component of a second-year 
English as a Second Language course for Early-Intermediate students.  The development 
of vocabulary and reading for comprehension is stressed.  Writing, speaking and listening 
are also utilized to discuss and analyze print and non-print texts.    

 
  
 
 166 E.S.L. III Lan/Arts    5hr     40wk       5cr     Standard wt  
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ESL III Lan/Arts is designed as the listening, comprehension and speaking component of 
a third-year English as a Second Language course for Intermediate students.  Reading 
and writing are also utilized as reinforcement to develop pronunciation, grammar and 
vocabulary.   

 
167 E.S.L. III Lit/Com    5hr     40wk       5cr       Standard wt 

ESL III Lit/Com is designed as the reading and writing component of a third-year 
English as a Second Language course for Intermediate students.  The development of 
vocabulary and reading for comprehension is stressed.  Writing, speaking and listening 
are also utilized to discuss and analyze print and non-print texts.    

 
168 E.S.L. IV Lan/Arts    5hr     40wk       5cr     Standard wt 

ESL IV Lan/Arts is designed as the listening, comprehension and speaking component of 
a fourth-year English as a Second Language course for Transitioning students.  Reading 
and writing are also utilized as reinforcement to develop pronunciation, grammar and 
vocabulary.   

 
169 E.S.L. IV Lit/Com    5hr     40wk      5cr     Standard wt 

ESL IV Lit/Com is designed as the reading and writing component of a fourth-year 
English as a Second Language course for Transitioning students.  The development of 
vocabulary and reading for comprehension is stressed.  Writing, speaking and listening 
are also utilized to discuss and analyze print and non-print texts 

 
 701 E.S.L. Reading 5hr     20wk      2.5cr     Standard wt 

714 E.S.L. Reading 5hr 40wk  5cr Standard wt 
 This course provides reading instruction, support, and practice in English for ELL 

students. The development of vocabulary and reading, listening and comprehension skills 
is stressed.  Students in this course should be reading English at an E.S.L. Level III or 
higher.  Students may be placed in this class upon a teacher's recommendation with the 
approval of the student's guidance counselor.  Any current or recently mainstreamed ELL 
student in need of additional instruction in reading may be considered for enrollment in 
this course.    

 
703 Bilingual Support  5hr     20wk      2.5cr     Standard wt  
719 Bilingual Support  5hr 40wk  5cr Standard wt 
 This course provides individualized instruction and support for students who need extra 

help with their academic classes.  Assistance is given in completing assignments and in 
developing good study skills.  Students may be placed in this class upon a teacher's 
recommendation with the approval of the student's guidance counselor.  Any current 
or recently mainstreamed ELL student in need of academic support may be considered 
for enrollment in this course.   

 
 
 

 
HEALTH/WELLNESS 
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 905 Health/Wellness Education 5hr 20wks 2.5cr Standard wt 
919 Health/Wellness Education TBE 5hr 20wks 2.5cr Standard wt 
 This course provides students with an understanding of current health issues as they 

relate to teens.  The objective of this course is to develop strong decision making skills 
based on accurate current information relative to teen issues.  Topics include 
wellness/safety, stress/mental health, violence, substance abuse, nutrition and human 
sexuality. 

  
904 Health Education II 5hr 20wks 2.5cr Standard wt 
 This course provides students with skills/information necessary to interact positively in 

their community and the world.  The object of the course is to develop proactive behavior 
necessary for good health.  Inquiry learning through research is stressed. 

 PREREQUISITE:  A grade of C or better in Health I. 
   

 PLEASE NOTE: All Freshmen are required to enroll for Health/Wellness Education 
903 or Health/Wellness Education TBE 906.  Supplemental programs on 
Health/Wellness topics may be presented to grade 10, 11 and 12 students in collaboration 
with the physical education department and with the approval of administration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
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 The Mathematics program provides a sequential approach at both exploratory and 
challenging levels to suit present and future educational, vocational, and cultural needs of 
Holyoke students.  The content is selected and organized with due regard for principles of 
learning such as those concerning readiness, motivation, rates of learning, and degrees of 
mastery.  Attention is given in learning activities to fundamental principles of mathematics and, 
at the same time, significant applications are made within the learner's range of understanding 
and interest. 
 
314 College Algebra I A 
316 College Algebra I A S.E.I. 
 This is a full year course that covers the first half of Algebra 1. This course is recommended for 
 students who do not have a strong foundation in mathematics. This course adheres to the standards 
 of the Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks. Successful students will be scheduled 
 for College Algebra I B in grade 10. 
 
334 College Algebra I B 
 This is a full year course that covers the second half of Algebra 1. This course is recommended for 
 students who have successfully completed College Algebra I B. This course adheres to the   
 standards of the Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks.  

 
 323 Consumer Mathematics 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 

327  Consumer Mathematics S.E.I. 5hr     40wk     5cr    Standard wt 
 This course provides students with the minimal mathematics for survival in twenty-first-

century America.  Some of the topics included are:  the arithmetic of transportation, 
budgeting, taxation, consumer credit, banking, investments and insurance. 326 Consumer 
Mathematics TBE provides parallel instruction in Spanish to students in the TBE 
program. 

   PREREQUISITE: Available for seniors who need to fulfill a math requirement 
  

332 Col Algebra I Honors  5hr 40wk 5cr      Honors wt 
This course introduces students to an abstract approach to problem solving.  This is an 
accelerated course with higher expectations than what is usually expected in a standard 
level Algebra I course.  The major topics covered are:  algebraic expressions (variables); 
linear equations and inequalities; systems of linear equations and inequalities; matrices; 
polynomials (one and two variables); functions and relations; graphing; variation; 
rational expressions; radical expressions; exploring data; probability; quadratic 
equations; and trigonometry. 

 
 373  College Algebra I 5hr     40wk     5cr    Standard wt 

377 College Algebra I S.E.I. 5hr     40wk     5cr    Standard wt 
 This course introduces students to an abstract approach to problem solving.  Some of the 

topics included are:  operations on polynomial and rational forms, equation solving of 1st 
and 2nd degree, inequality solving of 1st and 2nd degree, two dimensional graphing, laws 
of exponents and radicals, and problem solving.   College Algebra I TBE covers the same 
material as College Algebra I 373.  Essential instruction is in Spanish. 
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340 College Geometry Honors  5hr 40wk 5cr      Honors wt 
 This course provides the student with a grounding in Euclidean Geometry.  This is an 

accelerated course with higher expectations than what is usually expected in a standard 
level Geometry course.  The major topics covered are:  parallelism; perpendicularity; 
similarity; congruence; measurement; reasoning; symmetry; transformations; properties 
of figures; coordinate geometry; vectors; constructions and loci; trigonometry; exploring 
data; and probability. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of College Algebra I 373, College Algebra I 
Honors 331 and a recommendation from the Math Chair. 

 
353  College Geometry   5hr      40wk     5cr     Standard  wt   
357 College Geometry Trans  5hr      40wk     5cr   Standard wt 

This course provides the student with a grounding in Euclidian Geometry.  Some of the  
topics included are:  relations defined on sets of angles, triangles, polygons, and circles.  
Also stressed is the use of deductive logic in arriving at these relationships. Students will 
spend several hours per week in the geometry computer lab investigating problems.  
College Geometry TBE covers the same material as College Geometry 353; instruction 
of concepts is in Spanish, appropriate English vocabulary is also introduced. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of College Algebra I. 
 

 365  College Algebra I Honors/Accelerated 5hr     20wk     2.5cr        Honors wt 
366  College Geometry Honors/Accelerated      5hr     20wk     2.5cr        Honors wt 
 These courses continue the Algebra sequence begun in the 8th grade and begin the first 

half of the Geometry course for accelerated students.  These courses are intended ONLY 
for students who had Algebra in the 8th grade. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of a full year of Algebra in the 8th grade.  
Freshman standing only.  A grade of 'C' or better in 365 College Algebra I Honors is 
recommended for 366 College Geometry Honors. 

 
 359  College Geometry Honors/Accelerated  5hr     20wk     2.5cr        Honors wt 

360  College Algebra II Honors/Accelerated  5hr     20wk     2.5cr        Honors wt 
 College Geometry culminates the Geometry course for accelerated students begun in the 

9th grade.  In addition to covering all topics included in College Geometry, this course 
includes topics in Coordinate Geometry, Analytical Geometry, and Transformational 
Geometry.  Emphasis is placed on data analysis and higher order thinking skills through 
the use of computers.  Students are encouraged to explore how objects are internally and 
externally connected, and to abstract and perceive uniformities in objects and systems 
that are superficially different.  (Fall only) 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of Algebra 365 & Geometry 366. 
 College Algebra II Honors introduces students who have completed College Geometry 

Honors 359 in the Fall term of their tenth grade to topics in Algebra.  Some of the topics 
included are:  operations on real numbers, complex numbers, lines and circles, linear and 
quadratic functions.  The course fosters greater student independence to use abstraction, 
formal systems and other mathematical methods of inquiry as fundamental means of 
investigating structures and relationships.  (Spring only) 

 PREREQUISITE::  Successful completion of College Geometry Honors (359) or 
permission of the Mathematics Department Chairman. 

 
 350 Col Algebra II Honors 5hr 40wk 5cr     Honors wt 
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 This course continues the introduction of students to an abstract approach to problem 
solving.  This is an accelerated course with higher expectations than what is usually 
expected in a standard level Algebra II course.  The major topics covered are:  real and 
complex number systems; polynomials; binomial expansion theorem; analytic geometry; 
functions and graphs; exponential and logarithmic functions; matrices; right triangle 
trigonometry; circular functions; trigonometric identities; trigonometric equations; 
exploring data; probability; and sequences and series. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of College Algebra I, College Geometry and 
recommendation from Math Department Chair. 

    
 383  College Algebra II 5hr     40wk     5cr    Standard wt 

388 College Algebra II S.E.I. 5hr 40wk 5cr Standard wt 
 This course refines the students' skills in mathematical problem solving.  Some of the 

topics included are:  operations on real numbers, linear and quadratic functions, the 
quadratic formula, complex numbers, exponential and logarithmic functions, 
trigonometric functions, laws of sines and cosines.  College Algebra II TBE covers the 
same material as College Algebra II 383; instruction of concepts is in Spanish; 
appropriate English vocabulary is also introduced.  

 PREREQUISITE::  Successful completion of College Algebra I and College Geometry.  
A 'C' average or better is recommended. 

 
 380  Pre-Calculus Honors 5hr     40wk     5cr               Honors wt 
 387 Pre-Calculus - S.E.I..  5hr     40wk     5cr        Honors wt 

 This course introduces topics needed to prepare students for Calculus.  Some of the 
topics included are:  conic sections, polynomial functions, inverse functions, exponential 
and logarithmic functions, circular functions, trigonometric functions, identities, 
sequences and series. 

 PREREQUISITE::  Successful completion of College Algebra II Honors or permission 
of the Mathematics Department Chairman.  

  
390  Calculus Honors and Lab 7.5hr     40wk  7.5cr            Honors wt 

This course introduces the properties of functions of a single variable defined on 
continuous sets of real numbers.  Some of the topics covered are:  limits, continuity, 
differentiation, integration, applications of differentiation and integration, infinite series, 
differential equations, and vector-valued functions.  This course is strongly 
recommended for future physical science and engineering majors. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of math course through Algebra II and 
permission of Department Chair. 

 
379 Calculus w/lab AP 7.5hr 40wk 7.5cr     Honors wt 

The curriculum follows the topical outline for Calculus AB.  The students are required to 
take the AP Calculus Exam in the spring.  The major topics studied are:  functions, 
graphs and limits; derivatives; and integrals.  The depth of exploration is more intense 
and occurs at a very fast pace. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of math courses through Algebra II and 
permission of the Department Chair. 

 
 

369 Statistics w/Lab AP 7.5hr 40wk 7.5cr            AP wt  
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 The curriculum follows the topical outline for an Advanced Statistics Course.  The 
students are required to take the AP Statistics Exam in the spring.  The major topics 
studied are:  exploring data; observing patterns and departures from patterns; planning a 
study; deciding what to measure; anticipating patterns; producing models using 
probability theory and simulation; and statistical inference; confirming models.  The 
depth of exploration is more intense and occurs at a very fast pace. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of math courses through Algebra II and 
permission of the Department Chair. 

 
393 Probability & Statistics 5hr     40wk      5cr Standard wt 

This course introduces students to data analysis.  Students will study statistical 
procedures and probabilistic situations.  The course emphasizes the use of either the 
computer or the graphing calculator. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Can be taken concurrently with Algebra II or upon successful 
completion of Algebra II. 

 
720  SAT Math Prep (Elective) Fall 2.5hr     20wk  2.5cr    Standard wt      
721  SAT Math Prep (Elective) Spring 2.5hr     20wk  2.5cr   Standard wt  
 This course will provide a focused presentation of the material that is covered on the 

SAT exam.  Practice SAT exams will be administered, scored and discussed.  General 
test taking strategies will be explored. 

 PREREQUISITE:  A 2.0 G.P.A. or better to enroll in the course.   
   
711 MCAS Math PREP 5hr 20wk 2.5cr   Standard wt 
 Emphasis will be placed on test taking strategies, test practice and familiarization with 

the MCAS rubrics in English and mathematics.  Recommended for all grade 9 students 
who have no experience with the MCAS as well as those who have had difficulty with 
prior MCAS tests. 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 All courses in the Music Department are open to students at all grade levels.  Many of 
these courses provide opportunities for students to work with electronic equipment. 
 
 Performance: These are courses in which students use their performing skills, sing, and 

play instruments.  
 
 Theory:  These are courses in which students develop aural and notational skills and 

compose music. 
 

Performance Courses 
 950 Band 5hr    40wk    5cr    Standard wt 
 951 Band ½ 5hr    20wk    2.5cr    Standard wt 
 949 Band A/B                                                    2.5hr 40wk 2.5cr Standard wt 

 This course provides students an opportunity to play both modern and classical scores.  
Emphasis is placed on developing aesthetic values through active participation. 
Musicianship is stressed, with the focus being placed on listening skills and ensemble 
playing.  The Band performs at school activities, public concerts, parades, and music 
festivals.  Performances are a natural outgrowth of the students’ work in this course. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Band experience or consent of instructor 
 
954 Instrumental Music  2.5hr 40wk 2.5cr Standard wt

  
 955 Instrumental Music 5 hr 5hr  40wk  5cr  Standard wt 
 956 Instrumental Music 5hr  20wk  2.5cr  Standard wt 

 This course confirms the fundamentals necessary for playing musically.  Students work 
to develop good tone quality, accurate intonation, expanded technical facility, optimum 
range, and improved interpretive and sight reading skills.  Opportunities for individual 
practice and small ensemble playing are provided.  (Guitar players are welcome).  

 PREREQUISITE:   Enrollment in Band and/or consent of the instructor  
 

 952 Introduction to Music 5hr    40wk    2.5cr    Standard wt 
 This course provides students a hands-on learning experience dealing with the four basic 

groups of musical instruments.  Students are introduced to and practice instruments such 
as piano, guitar, recorder and percussion instruments.  They will learn to play and read 
basic melodies and rhythms.  The outcome of this course is to instill in the student a 
lifelong interest in music.  Performances are always welcomed, but are not mandatory. 

   
 960 Choir 5hr    40wk    5cr    Standard wt 

961 Choir ½ 5hr    20wk    2.5cr    Standard wt  
 This course requires no audition, and all students are welcome.  It provides opportunities 

for musical and social growth.  Students receive vocal training and develop their aural 
skills.  The choir performs at public concerts, school activities, and community functions.  
Performances are a natural outgrowth of the students' work in this course.                                    
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 963 Madrigal Honors    5hr    40wk       5cr    Standard wt 
 964 Madrigal (Semester) Honors 5hr 20wk 2.5cr Standard wt 
 976 Madrigal (A/B) Honors                                           2.5 hr 40wk 2.5cr

 Standard wt 
This is a small select group of singers who perform Classical to modern works in 
multiple part harmony without accompaniment.  They perform at civic and school 
related functions as well as participate in competitions.  HCC articulation agreement 
– 1 college credit 

 PREREQUISITE:  Consent of Instructor 
 
 965 Jazz/Rock Singers    5hr    40wk       5cr    Standard wt 

 This is a small select group of singers who perform American Jazz and Rock styles with 
a combo accompaniment of instruments (piano, bass, guitar and drums).  Improvisation 
and solo work are important elements of this group.  They perform at civic and school 
functions and complete in state and regional competitions. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Consent of Instructor.  Not offered this year. 
 
 959 Bell Choir 5hr    40wk    5cr    Standard wt 
 962 Bell Choir                                                 2.5hr 20wk     2.5cr Standard wt 

 This course is open to interested students who desire to perform in a small ensemble 
using handbells.  Students will study the technique of handbell ringing and the reading of 
sheet music for handbells.  They will perform at school events as well as civic 
ceremonies. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Consent of Instructor. 
 
 971 Music Lab 5hr    20wk    2.50cr    Standard wt 

This course is for students who want to learn fundamental musical skills.  No musical 
background is necessary, just a desire to learn.  Students will carry out projects based 
on based on using the latest music software for theory, composition, and recording. 
This class will cover the same curriculum as Music Theory I and Electronic Music at 
Holyoke Community College. Class size may be limited to facilitate access to the 
equipment.  HCC articulation agreement – 5 college credits 

 
 973 Indep. Study in Vocal Music    5hr    40wk    5cr    Standard wt 

 This course would be granted to a student(s) for the purpose of advancing their 
performance technique in voice.  This type of course would best suit a student who is 
planning on majoring at the collegiate level. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Consent of Instructor 
 

 958 Indep. Study in Instrumental Music    5hr    40wk    5cr    Standard wt 
 This course would be granted to a student(s) for the purpose of advancing their 

performance technique in instrumental music.  This type of course would best suit a 
student who is planning on majoring at the collegiate level. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Consent of Instructor 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 907 Physical Education Freshmen 5hr     20wk      2.5cr     Standard wt 
908  Physical Education Freshmen 5hr     10wk     1.25cr   Standard wt  

 910 Physical Education Sophomore 2.5hr     40wk      2.5cr     Standard wt 
913 Physical Education Sophomore 5hr     20wk      2.5cr     Standard wt 

 911 Physical Education Junior 2.5hr     40wk      2.5cr     Standard wt 
914 Physical Education Junior 5hr     20wk      2.5cr     Standard wt 

 912 Physical Education Senior 2.5hr     40wk      2.5cr     Standard wt 
 915 Physical Education Senior 5hr     20wk      2.5cr     Standard wt 
 This course develops physical powers and skills in a variety of sports and activities, 

which facilitates an understanding of physical activity and helps provide a meaningful 
social experience.  The activities and sports include:  flag football, soccer, tennis, 
conditioning, badminton, floor hockey, basketball, softball, indoor soccer, volleyball, 
team handball, lacrosse, ultimate Frisbee, swimming, weight training, table tennis, cross 
country skiing and new games.  It facilitates the understanding of physical activity as 
being something that is done throughout one's life.  Students receive study guides for 
each of the activities that they participate in that contain pertinent information regarding 
the particular sport.  Students are evaluated on class participation, knowledge testing and 
open response questions. 

 
916 Lifeguarding 5hr 20wk 2.5cr Standard wt 
 This course is offered to juniors and seniors as an elective.  This class may give students  

American Red Cross certification, which will allow them to get jobs after school as well 
as during the summer.  The course will consist of water training as well as bookwork, 
open response questions and CPR training.  Students are expected to successfully 
demonstrate competency in all skill areas, participate in a minimum of 80% of the classes 
as well as attain a minimum grade of 80% in each of the four sections of the final written 
exam.  The course may certify students in Standard First Aid, CPR for the Professional 
Rescuer and Lifeguard Training.   

 PREREQUISITE:  Students must have attained a B or better in regular Physical 
Education classes.  They must also have the instructor's recommendation, which is based 
on the student's ability to perform a swimming skills test (500-yard swim and brick 
retrieval).  Junior or senior standing only. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
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453 Biology I w/lab 5hr 40wk  5cr  Standard wt  
457 Biology I w/lab S.E.I. 5hr 40wk  5cr  Standard wt 

 This is the first year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process by 
which scientific knowledge is gained and an overview of the science of biology.  The 
molecular basis of biology and the architecture of the cell are presented as the foundation 
for the analysis of more complex organismic functions and processes such as 
photosynthesis, respiration, and the cell cycle.  The first year of the sequence concludes 
with a study of genetics and the mechanisms of evolution.  The instructional pace is 
slower than that of Biology I Honors w/lab with less emphasis on supplemental work 
done outside of the classroom.  To be successful in Biology I Standard w/lab, students 
must be able to:  read effectively for information and understanding, communicate 
effectively as writers and speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-solving, and 
reasoning techniques effectively.  This course is recommended for those students who 
may not be interested in pursuing a career in a science related field. 

 
401 Biology I Honors w/lab 5hr   40wk 5cr        Honors wt 

This is the first year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process by 
which scientific knowledge is gained and an enriched overview of the science of biology.  
The molecular basis of biology and the architecture of the cell are presented as the 
foundation for the analysis of more complex organismic functions and processes such as 
photosynthesis, respiration, and the cell cycle.  The first year of the sequence concludes 
with a study of genetics and the mechanisms of evolution.  The enriched nature of the 
course means that the concepts are presented in significantly greater depth and detail than 
in Biology I Standard w/lab.  The instructional pace is also significantly faster with a 
much greater emphasis upon supplemental work done outside of the classroom.  To be 
successful in Biology I Honors w/lab, students must be able to:  read effectively for 
information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers and speakers, and use 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning techniques effectively.  This course is 
recommended only for those students interested in a challenging intellectual experience 
or a possible scientific career. 

 
 442 Biology II w/Lab 5hr 40wk  5cr  Standard wt 
 438 Biology II w/Lab S.E.I. 5hr 40wk 5cr Standard wt 

 This is the second year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process 
by which scientific knowledge is gained and an overview of the science of biology.  
Picking up where Biology I Standard w/lab left off, this course begins with an overview 
of the evolutionary history of biological diversity including the early earth, the origins of 
prokaryotic life, and eukaryotic diversity.  Plant form and function, animal form and 
function, and ecology complete the two-year biology sequence.  The instructional pace is 
slower than that of Biology I Honors w/lab with less emphasis on supplemental work 
done outside of the classroom.  To be successful in Biology I Standard w/lab, students 
must be able to:  read effectively for information and understanding, communicate 
effectively as writers and speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-solving, and 
reasoning techniques effectively.  This course is recommended for those students who 
may not be interested in pursuing a career in a science related field.     

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of Biology I Standard w/lab. 
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402 Biology II Honors w/lab      5hr    40wk 5cr        Honors wt 
This is the second year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process 
by which scientific knowledge is gained and an enriched overview of the science of 
biology.  Picking up where Biology I Honors w/lab left off, this course begins with an 
overview of the evolutionary history of biological diversity including the early earth the 
origins of prokaryotic life, and eukaryotic diversity.  Plant form and function, animal 
form and function, and ecology complete the two-year biology sequence.  The enriched 
nature of the course means that the concepts are presented in significantly greater depth 
and detail than in Biology I Standard w/lab.  The instructional pace is also significantly 
faster with a much greater emphasis upon supplemental work done outside of the 
classroom.  To be successful in Biology I Honors w/lab, students must be able to:  read 
effectively for information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers and 
speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning techniques 
effectively.  This course is recommended only for those students interested in a 
challenging intellectual experience or a possible scientific career. 

 PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of Biology I Honors w/lab. 
 
459 AP Biology & Lab 7.5hr     40wk 7.5cr            AP wt 

AP Biology is a year long course for exceptionally motivated students.  AP Biology at 
Holyoke High School is designed to help students achieve success on the AP Biology 
examination, which is administered in mid-May.  The course is intended to provide 
interesting and challenging experiences that are beyond the scope of Standard and Honor 
Biology courses at the high school level.  The AP program considers the laboratory part 
of the curriculum as one of its major focuses.  The course consists of the following units:  
Biochemistry, Cell Biology, Genetics, Evolution, Biological Diversity, Botany, Zoology, 
and Ecology.  This course is recommended only for those students interested in a 
challenging intellectual experience or possible science career.  To be successful in AP 
Biology, students must be able to:  read effectively for information and understanding, 
communicate effectively as writers and speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-
solving, and reasoning techniques effectively. 

 PREREQUISITE:  At least junior standing and minimum B average in Biology and 
Chemistry courses. 

  
450 Topics in Biology  Honors w/lab           5hr  40wk   5cr     Honors wt 

This course explores in some detail those areas basic to the life sciences.  Most of the 
subjects indicated in the AP Biology syllabus are included.  Emphasis is placed on 
organic chemistry, cell physiology and structure, genetics, and vertebrate anatomy and 
physiology.  The enriched nature of the course means that the concepts are presented in 
great depth and detail.  To be successful in this course, students must be able to:  read 
effectively for information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers and 
speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-solving and reasoning techniques effectively.  
This course is recommended for those students interested in a challenging intellectual 
experience or a possible scientific career. 

 PREREQUISITE:  At least junior standing and minimum B average in Biology and 
Chemistry courses or permission of the department chair. 

 
 
 
412 Introductory Human Anatomy 5hr     20wk 2.5cr    Standard wt  
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409 Introductory Human Anatomy Trans. 5hr 20wk 2.5cr Standard wt 
This one semester introductory course will cover the basic concepts of human anatomy 
and physiology.  It will offer an introduction to the study of the gross and microscopic 
structure of the human body using a systemic approach.  This course will cover aspects of 
all the major body systems.  To be successful in Introductory to Human Anatomy, 
students must be able to:  read effectively for information and understanding, 
communicate effectively as writers and speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-
solving, and reasoning techniques effectively. 
PREREQUISITE: Junior or senior standing with passing grade in biology and/or 
chemistry or permission of department chair. 
 

400 Introductory to Forensic Science    5hr    20wk  2.5cr             Standard wt  
This course introduces students to the field of forensic science through an exploration 
of the applications of biological, chemical, and physical sciences to criminal 
investigations.  Emphasis is placed on the nature of forensic evidence, the proper 
procedures for collection and preservation of such evidence, the interpretation of the 
significance of scientifically evaluated evidence, and the abilities and limitations of the 
modern crime lab.  Topics covered include physical evidence, organic and inorganic 
analysis, microscopic analysis, toxicology and serology, dactylography, DNA 
collection and analysis, and arson and explosion investigations.  To be successful in 
this course, students must be able to:  read effectively for information and 
understanding, communicate effectively as writers and speakers, and use critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning techniques effectively. HCC articulation 
agreement – 1 college credit 

  PREREQUISITE: Junior or senior standing with passing grade in biology and/or 
chemistry or permission of department chair. 
 

 483 Chemistry I Standard w/lab 5hr     40wk     5cr          Standard wt 
487 Chemistry I Standard w/lab S.E.I.. 5hr    40wk      5cr          Standard  wt  
 This is the first year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process by 

which scientific knowledge is gained and an overview of the science of chemistry.   The 
organization of matter, atomic theory and the periodic law are presented as the 
foundation for the analysis of more complex concepts and processes such as the language 
of chemistry and the phases of matter.  The first year of the sequence concludes with a 
study of chemical bonding.  The instructional pace is slower than that of Chemistry I 
Honors with lab, with less emphasis on supplemental work done outside of the 
classroom.  To be successful in Chemistry I Standard with lab, students must be able to:  
read effectively for information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers 
and speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning techniques 
effectively.  This course is recommended for those students who may not be interested in 
pursuing a career in a science related field. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
444 Chemistry I Honors w/lab 5hr    40wk 5cr          Honors wt 

This is the first year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process by 
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which scientific knowledge is gained and an overview of the science of chemistry.  The 
organization of matter, atomic theory and the periodic law are presented as the 
foundation for the analysis of more complex concepts and processes such as the language 
of chemistry and the phases of matter.  The first year of the sequence concludes with a 
study of chemical bonding.  The enriched nature of the course means that the concepts 
are presented in significantly greater depth and detail than in Chemistry I Standard w/lab.  
The instructional pace is also significantly faster with a much greater emphasis upon 
mathematical skills and supplemental work done outside of the classroom.  To be 
successful in Chemistry I Honors w/lab, students must be able to:  read effectively for 
information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers and speakers, and use 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning techniques effectively.  This course is 
recommended only for those students interested in a challenging intellectual experience 
or a possible scientific career. 

448 Chemistry II w/Lab 5hr      40wk       5cr      Standard wt 
447 Chemistry II w/Lab S.E.I. 5hr 40wk 5cr   Standard wt 
 This is the second year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process 

by which scientific knowledge is gained and an overview of the science of chemistry.  
Picking up where Chemistry I Standard w/lab left off, this course begins with the 
behavior of solutions, including acids and bases.  Chemical reactions, including reaction 
energy and reaction kinetics, chemical equilibrium, and oxidation-reduction reactions are 
also covered. An overview of organic and nuclear chemistry complete the two-year 
chemistry sequence.  The instructional pace is slower than that of Chemistry I Honors 
w/lab with less emphasis on supplemental work done outside of the classroom.  To be 
successful in Chemistry I Standard w/lab, students must be able to:  read effectively for 
information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers and speakers, and use 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning techniques effectively.  This course is 
recommended for those students who may not be interested in pursuing a career in a 
science related field. 

 PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of Chemistry I w/lab. 
 

449  Chemistry II Honors w/lab 5hr      40wk  5cr        Honors wt 
This is the second year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process 
by which scientific knowledge is gained and an enriched overview of the science of 
chemistry.  Picking up where Chemistry I Honors w/Lab left off, this course begins with 
the behavior of solutions, including acids and bases.  Chemical reactions, including 
reaction energy and reaction kinetics, chemical equilibrium, and oxidation-reduction 
reactions are also covered.  An overview of organic and nuclear chemistry complete the 
two year chemistry sequence.  The enriched nature of the course means that the concepts 
are presented in significantly greater depth and detail than in Chemistry I Standard 
w/Lab.  The instructional pace is also significantly faster with a much greater emphasis 
upon mathematical skills and supplemental work done outside of the classroom.  To be 
successful in Chemistry I Honors w/Lab, students must be able to:  read effectively for 
information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers and speakers, and use 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning techniques effectively.  This course is 
recommended only for those students interested in a challenging intellectual experience 
or a possible scientific career. 

 PREREQUISITE:   Successful completion of Chemistry I Honors w/Lab 
 

  441  AP Chemistry w/lab 7.5hr      40wk  7.5cr               AP wt 
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 This is a college level class designed to prepare students for the AP exam, which all 
students will be required to take in mid-May.  Much time will be devoted to gaining a 
familiarty with the AP test format.  Topics covered will follow the AP course outline and 
include an in-depth review of Chemistry I and II, kinetics, equilibria, and weak acid/base 
theory.  Labs will include a study in AP Chemistry. Students must be able to:  read 
effectively for information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers and 
speakers and use critical thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning techniques effectively. 

 PREREQUISITE:  At least junior standing and minimum B average in Chemistry 
courses or permission of the department head 

 
491  Physics I Honors w/Lab 7.5hr      40wk  7.5cr        Honors wt  
 This is the first year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process by 

which scientific knowledge is gained and an overview of the science of physics.  As 
Galileo said, "Not only have we been given eyes to see the wonders of the universe, but 
we have been given a brain to understand them."  All students deserve to understand the 
world in which they live, and here is where the journey starts.  Introductory Physics I 
offers an in-depth introduction to physics to students with stronger mathematical 
backgrounds in preparation for taking the physics MCAS test or for upper classmen 
seeking to understand the wonders of classical physics.  The topics covered will include 
classical mechanics, vectors and conservation laws.  A large component of this course is 
the many computer based labs performed throughout the year.  To be successful in 
Introductory Physics I, students must be able to:  read effectively for thinking, problem-
solving and reasoning techniques effectively.  Students with a strong mathematical 
background and who are planning a career in engineering are encouraged  to take 
Introductory Physics I. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Concurrent enrollment in Algebra I or higher math course – Strong 
 math skills 

 
492  Physics II Honors w/Lab 7.5hr      40wk  7.5cr        Honors wt  
 This is the second year of a two-year sequence which provides an insight into the process 

by which scientific knowledge is gained and an overview of the science of physics.   As 
Newton said, "If I have seen further than others, it is because I have stood on the 
shoulders of giants."  All students deserve to understand the world in which they live, 
and here is where the journey continues.  Introductory Physics II is a continuation of 
Introductory Physics I which provides an in-depth introduction to physics in preparation 
for taking the physics MCAS test.  A large component of this course is the many 
computer based labs performed throughout the year.  To be successful in introductory 
Physics II, students must be able to:  read effectively for information and understanding, 
communicate effectively as writers and speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-
solving and reasoning techniques effectively.  Students with a strong mathematical 
background and who are planning a career in engineering are encouraged to take 
Introductory Physics II. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of Introductory Physics I and concurrent 
enrollment in College Geometry or higher math course.  

 
 
 
 
494  Physics AP w/Lab 7.5hr      40wk  7.5cr                AP wt  
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 This course offers an in-depth introduction to physical theory to students with stronger 
mathematical backgrounds, including pre-calculus.  The topics covered will include those 
of Physics 491, but will be covered in much greater detail, with additional material, and 
requiring more mathematical computations.  Additional topics such as lasers, basic 
optics, simple machines, thermodynamics, and modern physics will be covered.  A large 
component of this course is the many computer based labs performed throughout the 
year.  To be successful in Introductory Physics II, students must be able to:  read 
effectively for information and understanding, communicate effectively as writers and 
speakers, and use critical thinking, problem-solving and reasoning effectively.  Students 
with a strong mathematical background and who are planning a career in engineering are 
encouraged to take Introductory Physics III. 

 PREREQUISITE:  At least junior standing and concurrent enrollment in Algebra II or 
higher math course 

 
413 Electronics 5hr 20wk  2.5cr  Standard wt 
  This course offers students an introduction to modern circuits.  It is a "hands on" lab 

based course.  Students study simple DC circuits, Ohm's law, as well as diodes, 
transistors, and simple integrated circuit applications. Students interested in exploring 
career opportunities in technical fields are encouraged to take this course.  

 PREREQUISITE:  At least Junior standing, successful completion of Algebra I and 
concurrent enrollment in Algebra II or higher math course. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
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 The Social Studies Department is charged with the essential responsibility of teaching 
democratic principles.  In addition, the Social Studies Department stresses the following goals: 
the development of critical thought, broad acceptance of and respect for other peoples' culture, 
enlightened patriotism, active informed citizenship, knowledge of significant developments in 
human history, acquisition and understanding of fundamental skills, and an appreciation of the 
interrelationship of all disciplines.   
 The pivotal course, which all students must successfully complete, is United States 
History.  This course is required for graduation from a secondary school in the Commonwealth.  
U.S. History I is a required course for freshmen, U.S. History II for sophomores and World 
History for juniors due to the mandates of the Massachusetts Education Reform Act. 
 

204 World History Honors 5hr     40wk    5cr         Honors wt 
203 World History 5hr     40wk    5cr      Standard wt 
207 World History S.E.I. 5hr     40wk    5cr      Standard wt 
 Beginning with The Industrial Revolution, students will study events up to the present 

time.  The course is linked to the arts, literature, and cultures of the major world 
societies.  There will also be consideration of United States individuals and events that 
helped shape world affairs in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

 PREREQUISITE for Honors: Successful completion of U.S. History I and II at a high 
academic standing, strong reading and writing skills, and the approval of the department 
chair.  

 
200 American Government Honors 5hr 40wk 5cr     Honors wt 

202 American Government 5hr     40wk    5cr      Standard wt 
These courses provide a better understanding of the American political process through a 
study of governmental institutions, civil liberties and issues of the day.  Emphasis is 
placed on developing better informed citizens. 
PREREQUISITE:  Senior standing only.  

 PREREQUISITE for Honors: Successful completion of other history courses at a high 
academic standing, strong reading and writing skills, and the approval of the department 
chair.  
 
 

233 Law in America 5hr    20wk     2.5cr       Standard wt 
This course develops a basic understanding of the law, its administration and 
enforcement, the due process system for the accused, and the importance of the law for a 
progressive democratic society.  The course will instill in students a sensitivity to the 
necessity for law and a respect for those who administer and enforce it. 
PREREQUISITE:  Junior or Senior standing. 

 

242 European History AP 5hr     40wk  5cr             AP wt 
 This course provides a study of political, social, economic and religious ideas and events 

influencing Europe since 1500.  The course aims at developing a better understanding of 
modern Europe through a study of the main factors contributing to its development. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Senior standing, successful completion of other history courses at a 
high academic standing, strong reading and writing skills and approval of Department 
Chair. 

 

. 
240 U.S. History I Honors 5hr     40wk    5cr     Honors wt 

This course is an advanced course which covers the full range of United States history 
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from Colonial America to Reconstruction.  The course will also cover the history of 
political institutions, behavior and public policy, social and economic change, democracy 
and international relations, as well as cultural and intellectual development. 

 PREREQUISITE: Strong reading and writing skills. 
 
243 U.S. History I 5hr 40wk 5cr Standard wt 
247 U.S. History I S.E.I. 5hr      40wk          5cr     Standard wt 
 This course will cover United States History from Colonial America to Reconstruction 

with an emphasis on the Constitution.  Topics covered will include the history of political 
institutions, public policy, social and economic change, democracy and international 
relations as well as cultural and intellectual development. 

  
250 U.S. History II Honors 5hr     40wk    5cr         Honors wt 

This advanced course will cover United States History from Industrialization to the 
present.  Students will continue their study of political institutions, public policy, 
democracy, social and economic change, foreign policy, as well as cultural and 
intellectual development. Independent reading, papers, and projects are required. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Sophomore standing; students must have successfully completed 
United States History I at a high academic standing, strong reading and writing skills, 
and approval of the Department Chair. 

 
253 U.S. History II 5hr     40wk    5cr Standard wt 
257 U.S. History II S.E.I. 5hr     40wk    5cr     Standard wt 
 This course will cover United States History from Industrialization to the present.  

Students will continue their study of political institutions, public policy, social and 
economic change, democracy as well as cultural and intellectual development. 

 
239 U.S. History AP  
 This study of U.S. History, beginning in 1607 through the present, will use a thematic 

approach. Among the topics covered are federalism, executive power, foreign policy, role 
of women, political parties, labor, economic policy, immigration, and civil rights.  
Students must be prepared to commit a substantial amount of time in order to 
successfully complete the course. Extensive writing is required. 
PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of other history courses at a high academic 
standing, strong reading and writing skills, and approval of the Department Chair. 

 
707 Holocaust and Human Rights  5hr   20wk   1.25cr Standard wt 
 This course is designed to foster understandings and applications in language arts 

composition, reading comprehension and communication.  It familiarizes students with 
events related to the Holocaust and Apartheid. 
 

588 Civilization of Ancient Rome 5hr     20wk    2.5cr     Standard wt 
 This course introduces students to the social, civil, literary, and family life of the ancient 

civilization of the Romans. Emphasis is placed on mythology, history, and culture of 
Ancient Rome.  Projects are required involving the study of the Ancient Roman way of 
life. 

  
 

589 Civilization of Ancient Greece 5hr 20wk 2.5cr  Standard wt 
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 This course introduces students to the social, civil, literary and family life of the ancient 
civilization of the Greeks.  Emphasis is placed on mythology, philosophy, history, and 
culture of Ancient Greece.  Projects are required involving the study of the Ancient 
Greek way of life. 

 
262 Economics 5hr 20wk 2.5cr      Standard wt 
 This course will study how choices are made in an economic system, how those choices 

trickle down to individual households and then how they spread across the entire nation.  
It also examines how today's business issues play an important role in how the economy 
operates.  This course will introduce both Microeconomics and Macroeconomics. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Good reading ability and successful completion of Algebra I 
.   
263 World Religions 5hr 20wk 2.5cr      Standard wt 
 An introduction to twelve major religions practiced around the world.  The course 

provides an overview of the purposes, definition and commonalities of all religion.  Each 
topic would include historical and geographic background as well as major tenets and 
practices.  A major goal is to create an understanding, appreciation, and tolerance for 
religious differences. 

 
264 Contemporary Issues 5hr 20wk 2.5cr      Standard wt 
 A current events course with content to be dictated, by some degree, to events taking 

place in the world.  Emphasis will be placed on identifying issues and problem solving.  
Units include:  the world since 9/11; the challenges of climate change; sustainability of 
population growth; and problems of democracy in the information age. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 

 170 English SN 9 5hr     40wk   5cr    Standard wt 
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 The English level 9 (ninth grade) follows the Holyoke High School ninth grade 
curriculum and the Massachusetts Learning Standards for language development, 
reading, literature and composition strands as stated in the individual educational 
program. 

 
 171 English SN 10 5hr     40wk   5cr    Standard wt 

 The English level 10 (tenth grade) follows the Holyoke High School tenth grade 
curriculum and the Massachusetts Learning Standards for language development, 
reading, literature and composition strands as stated in the individual educational 
program. 

   
 172 English SN 11 5hr     40wk   5cr    Standard wt 

 The English level 11 (eleventh grade) follows the Holyoke High School eleventh grade 
curriculum and the Massachusetts Learning Standards for language development, 
reading, literature and composition strands as stated in the individual educational 
program. 

  
 173 English SN 12 5hr     40wk   5cr    Standard wt 

 The English level 12 (twelfth grade) follows the Holyoke High School twelfth grade 
curriculum and the Massachusetts Learning Standards for language development, 
reading, literature and composition strands as stated in the individual educational 
program. 

 
 270 U.S. History I SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 

 This course covers United States history from 1763 thru Reconstruction.  American 
political, social, economic, diplomatic, intellectual, and cultural history is examined in 
some detail as per goals specified in the individual educational program. 

 
 276 U.S. History II SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 

 This course covers United States history from Industrialization to the Modern Era.  
American political, social, economic, diplomatic, intellectual and cultural history is 
examined in some detail as per goals specified in the individual educational program. 

 
274 World History SN 5hr     40wk   5cr    Standard wt 

 275 World History SN S.E.I. 5hr     40wk   5cr    Standard wt 
 This course covers the rise of the nation state in Europe, the French Revolution, the 

economic and political roots of the modern world, the origins and consequences of the 
Industrial Revolution, 19th century political reform in Western Europe, and imperialism 
in Africa, Asia and South America.  It covers the causes and consequences of World War 
I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War and the Russian and Chinese 
Revolutions.  Also this course covers the rise of nationalism and the continuing 
persistence of political, ethnic and religious conflict in many parts of the world.  Material 
is covered as per goals specified in the individual educational program. 
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 370 Algebra SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 
 371 Algebra SN S.E.I. 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 

This course covers general math topics to include the application of the four processes on 
whole numbers, fractions, decimals and percents.  Algebra and geometry are introduced.  
Material is covered as per goals specified in the individual educational program. 

 
 372 Geometry SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 

 This course is a continuation of Algebra SN.  Material is covered as per goals specified 
in the individual educational program. 

 
 374 Consumer Math III SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 

 This course for third and /or fourth year math students covers problem-solving strategies 
and real-world applications of skills studied in Algebra and Geometry.  Material is 
covered as per goals specified in the individual educational program. 

 
 472 Biology  I SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt

  
 473 Biology I SN S.E.I. 5hr 40wk 5cr Standard wt 

 Biology I focuses on the science of life and living organisms.  Topics include, plant and 
animal life, the cell, the human anatomy and photosynthesis.  This is implemented in 
accordance with the student's individual educational program.  

  
474 Biology II SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard 
475 Biology II SN S.E.I. 5hr 40wk 5cr Standard wt 
 This is an extension of Biology I.  The course is implemented in accordance to the goals 

specified in the individual educational program. 
 
471 Chemistry  SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt

  
 770 Resource Room - 5 5hr     40wk   5cr    Standard wt 
 773 Resource SN TBE 5hr 40wk 5cr Standard wt 

This course provides academic assistance for students with individual educational plans 
(I.E.P.).  Areas of assistance includes, but are not limited to, study skills, organizational 
techniques, academic support and academic remediation.  Specific areas of need are 
identified by students' individual educational programs.  The Resource Room provides 
services for students in grades nine through twelve. 
 

774 Reading SN 5hr 40wk 5cr Standard wt 
 This course focuses on the development of reading skills to include decoding, vocabulary 

development and comprehension skills as per goals specified in the individual 
educational program. 
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RISE Program 

 
  

080 RISE Act/Living SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 
    
 081 RISE English SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 
 
 083 RISE Math SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 
 
 084 RISE Cooking SN 5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 
 
 085 RISE Adaptive PE SN 2.5hr     40wk     2.5cr     Standard wt 
 
 087 RISE Vocat. Training SN 2.5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 
 
 088 RISE Science SN/Health 5hr     40wk  5cr    Standard wt 
 
 078 RISE US History SN 2.5 hr 40wk 2.5cr Standard wt 
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VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT 

 
 The Visual Arts Department offers instruction in fine arts, commercial art, and hand 
crafts to students who wish to develop their own skills and interests or to explore career options 
in the field of art.  All courses except Art 880 are offered on a 20 week basis.  Students may 
select these courses as their schedule and personal needs demand. 

 
 850  Design I         5hr  20wk  2.5cr Standard wt  

 This course offers a basic foundation course in two and three dimensional design.  Topics 
included are: elements and principles of design, color study, three-dimensional design in 
clay and paper.  Also included is a survey of art history.  (Fall only) 

 
 851 Design II    5hr  20wk  2.5cr Standard wt    

 This course places an emphasis on crafts including work in clay, textiles, printmaking, 
etc. Art history is included.   (Spring only). 

 PREREQUISITE:  Design I 850 
 
 852  Design III 5hr  20wk  2.5cr Standard wt 

 This course extends Design II 851 with emphasis on more mature work.  (Spring only) 
  PREREQUISITE:  Design II 851 
 

860  Drawing & Painting I 5hr  20wk  2.5cr Standard wt  
 This course offers a basic foundation course in drawing and painting, including drawing 

people, perspective, still life and landscapes.  Also included is a survey of art history.   
 (Spring only) 

 
861  Drawing & Painting II 5hr  20wk  2.5cr Standard wt  
 This course reinforces drawing and painting skills with emphasis on fine arts aspects.  

Art history included.  (Fall only) 
 PREREQUISITE:  Drawing and Painting I 860 

 
 862  Drawing & Painting III   5hr  20wk  2.5cr Standard wt 

 This course extends Drawing and Painting I 860 with emphasis on more mature work.  
 (Fall only) 

  PREREQUISITE:  Drawing and Painting II 861 
 
 870 Art Portfolio Fall    5hr  20wk  2.5cr Standard wt  

871 Art Portfolio Spring  5hr  20wk  2.5cr Standard wt  
 This course offers more advanced art students an opportunity to develop  skills in an area 

of personal interest.  Students work independently under supervision.  (Fall or Spring)   
 PREREQUISITE:  Must have completed Design II 851 and Drawing and Painting II 

861.  Art Portfolio Development 870 or Art Portfolio Development 871 may be taken 
more than once.  Consent of instructor and Department head required.   
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WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 
 
      The study of foreign languages expands a person’s perspectives and opportunities, and 
increases knowledge of one’s own language and culture.  World developments in political, social, and 
business spheres have the knowledge of another language a critical skill that is highly prized by 
employers.   
 
     Any language may be begun in any grade; however, since language development is a gradual and 
continual process, it is highly recommended that a student continue with the language chosen for the 
longest sequence possible.  Students with an aptitude and interest for languages are encouraged to begin 
a second language while continuing the first.  Students, particularly those planning a career involving 
foreign languages, are also encouraged to elect appropriate courses in the Social Studies Department to 
give them added insights into the history and culture of other countries. 
 
     The courses in modern languages (French and Spanish) seek to develop in students, basic 
communicative competence, a solid foundation for continued language development and an 
increased knowledge of the history, culture and literature of other countries.  The option to elect 
either the standard program or the advanced program at upper levels permits students to 
continue with a chosen language at a pace commensurate with interest and ability. 
 
     The Latin program places students in close contact with a civilization that provides them with 
examples of patriotism, a love of justice, devotion to family, and a sense of duty and morality.  Serving 
as a link between the ancient and modern worlds, the study of Latin places much of man’s acquired 
knowledge at the student’s disposal.  In addition it helps to develop a base for excellence in English, a 
sound knowledge of language structure, and an appreciation of the best in literary effort. 
 
 
500 French I  5hr    40wk    5cr    Standard wt  

 This course develops systematically and progressively the student's ability in the four 
language skills:  listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing.  Emphasis is 
placed on proper pronunciation and intonational patterns, basic grammatical structure and 
vocabulary development.  Cultural aspects of the French speaking world will be 
presented throughout the year.  Communicative activities will be done as well as tape 
activities in the language lab. 

 
505 French II   5hr     40wk     5cr     Standard wt 

 This course reviews and continues the development of fundamental skills, grammar 
structures and vocabulary.  Emphasis is placed on strengthening reading and writing 
skills while further developing skills in listening comprehension and speaking.  
Increasing the student's ability to express him or herself in French is also stressed.  
Discussions of French culture and life in French speaking countries are continually 
integrated into the course through readings, videos and music.  The continued use of the 
native language topics will familiarize the student with the cadence of spoken French. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of French I 500.  A 'C' average or better is 
recommended.   
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510  French III     5hr     40wk      5cr     Standard wt 
 This course develops the student's ability to read easily and comprehend directly using 

literary selections.  Emphasis is placed on increasing students' control of vocabulary, 
idioms and basic grammatical structures.  Students continue to become familiar with the 
culture and traditions of French-speaking countries.  Students' listening and 
comprehension skills are enhanced through a variety of conversational exercises.   

 PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of French II 505.  A 'C' average or better 
recommended. 

 
512 French III Honors 5hr     40wk    5cr         Honors wt 
 The objectives for this course are the same as for standard French III and in addition 

provide a quickly paced and intensive language experience involving additional content, 
material and practice for students with high interest and/or ability in the language.  This 
course contains all material of standard French III Course plus:  additional vocabulary 
development, additional readings in supplementary texts, discussions, composition/essay 
work, aural/oral work in language lab, additional grammatical concepts, including use of 
the subjunctive.  French culture continues to be woven throughout the course through 
videos, readings, music and the like. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of French II 505.  A 'B' average or better 
recommended. 

     
515 French IV 5hr     40wk     5cr    Standard wt 

 This course assumes a good command of basic language skills in French and an ability to 
handle with ease the basic grammatical structures.  Development of the four language 
skills is continued with emphasis on advanced grammatical structures, verbs, 
composition and essay work and some conversation.  French culture will be explored on 
a higher level through reading and videos. 

 PREREQUISITE:   Satisfactory completion of  French III 510 or French III Honors 
512.  A 'C'  average or better recommended.   

 
521 French lV Honors 5hr     40wk    5cr        Honors wt 

The objectives are the same for this course as for standard French IV, and, in addition, 
provide a quickly paced and intensive language experience involving additional content, 
material, and practice for students with high interest and/or ability in the language.  This 
course contains all material of the standard French IV course plus: additional vocabulary 
development, additional readings including classic and contemporary literature, 
additional composition work, original and critical, additional aural/oral work, oral 
presentations by students, and more developed French history and culture. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of French 510 III or French III Honors 512.  
A 'B' average or better recommended.  

 
519 French V Honors 5hr     40wk    5cr    Honors wt 

 This course assumes very well developed language skills and the ability to handle 
fundamental French structures with ease.  This course continues the development of all 
language skills and knowledge of French History.  Culture and social traditions of French 
speaking countries are explored.  Discussion and analysis of French literature, projects 
and class presentations continue throughout the academic year. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of French IV 517 or permission of 
Department Chair.  A grade of "B" is recommended.  Not currently offered. 
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520 Conversational French   2.5hr  40wk   2.5cr     Standard wt 

 This course provides the non-native speaker of French with vocabulary building and 
intensive practice in speaking and listening skills to enable the student to communicate 
easily and fluently in a variety of settings.  Students are responsible for active 
participation in discussions, presentations and assorted activities.    

 PREREQUISITE:  Concurrent enrollment in either French IV 515 or French IV Honors 
517.   Native French speakers need the permission of the Department Chairman.  Not 
Currently Offered. 

 
525 Spanish I  5hr     40wk    5cr     Standardwt 

This course develops systematically and progressively the student’s ability in the four 
areas of language skills, listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing.  
Emphasis is placed on proper pronunciation, basic vocabulary, verb tenses and other 
elements of Spanish grammar so they may communicate simply and effectively in 
Spanish.  Additional topics include geography and culture of not only the Spanish 
speaking countries, but also of the states in the US that have a large Hispanic population. 
 

527 Spanish II     5hr     40wk     5cr       Standard wt 
This course is designed for those students who have successfully completed Spanish I.  
Listening, speaking, reading and writing skills will continue to be developed.  
Emphasis is placed on strengthening reading and writing skills while further developing 
skills in listening and speaking.  Basic aspects of Spanish culture and the Spanish-
speaking world are presented through videos, songs and text readings.  There are weekly 
quizzes and chapter tests at the end of every unit on essential elements of the language 
structures and usages. 
PREREQUISITES:  Satisfactory completion of 525 Spanish I or 539 Spanish 
Grammar and Composition.  An average grade of ‘C’ or better is required. 
 

529 Spanish III 5hr     40wk    5cr     Standard wt   
Develops the student’s ability to read easily and comprehend using grammar and some 
literary selections.  This course is for those students who have successfully completed 
Spanish II.  Emphasis is placed on increasing the student’s control of idioms, vocabulary 
and basic grammatical structures.  Advanced grammatical structures are introduced.  In 
addition, students continue the studies of cultural topics including geography and 
practices from the various Spanish speaking countries. 
PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of either Spanish II 530 or 539 Spanish for 
the Language Heritage Learner.  A ‘C’ average or better is required. 
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531 Spanish III Honors 5hr     40wk    5cr        Honors wt 
The objectives are the same as for standard Spanish III, and, in addition, provide a 
quickly paced and intensive language experience involving additional content, materials, 
and practice for students with high interest and/or ability in the language.  Spanish is 
used much of the time in class.  Students are expected to acquire detailed knowledge of 
all essential elements of language structure and grammar.  Contains all material from 
standard Spanish III plus:  additional vocabulary development, additional readings in 
supplementary readers, composition/essay work, additional aural/work, oral presentations 
by students, some projects both individual and group and some work in the cultural areas 
of study.  Journal writing is done on a regular basis.  Class is conducted mostly in 
Spanish.   
PREREQUISITE:  Recommendation of the Department Chairman and satisfactory 
completion of Spanish II 527 or 539 Spanish for the Heritage Language Learner.  A 
grade of ‘B’ or better is required. 

 
532 Spanish IV 5hr     40wk     5cr    Standard wt 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed three years of 
Spanish.  A good command of basic language skills and an ability to handle with ease the 
basic structures of Spanish is essential.  All four language skills, speaking, listening, 
reading and writing, continue to develop with emphasis on the problematic areas in 
grammar and advanced grammatical structures.  An extensive study of the verb tenses is 
presented.  Class is conducted in Spanish.  
PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of Spanish III 529 or Spanish III Honors 
531.  A ‘C’ average or better is required or permission of Department Chair. 

 
533 Spanish IV Honors 5hr     40wk     5cr        Honors wt 

The objectives are the same as for standard Spanish IV.  In addition it provides a quickly 
paced and intensive language experience involving additional content, materials, and 
practice for students with high interest and/or ability in the language.  Contains all 
material of Standard Spanish IV course plus:  additional vocabulary development, 
additional readings including classic and contemporary literature in all genres (short 
story, poetry, plays and novels).  Additional composition work is done, additional 
aural/oral work, oral presentations and reports on topics of interest in the cultural areas. 
  
PRERREQUISITE:  A grade of ‘B’ or better in Spanish III 529 or Spanish III Honors 
531 and/ or recommendation of Department Chair. 

 
538 Conversational Spanish 2.5hr 40wk   2.5cr      Standard   wt 

This course is designed to provide the non-native Spanish speaker with vocabulary 
building and intensive practice in speaking and listening skills.  Emphasis will be on 
speaking skills by initiating and participating in conversations on everyday topics.  
Students are responsible for active participation in discussions, presentations and 
assorted activities.     
PREREQUISITE:  Concurrent enrollment in either Spanish in either Spanish IV 532 or 
Spanish IV Honors 535.  Juniors or seniors concurrently enrolled in Spanish III 529 or 
Spanish III Honors 530 or Heritage Spanish speakers need permission of the Department 
Chair. 
 
 



Holyoke High Course Selection Guide 2009-2010 p. 52 
DRAFT 

 
 
535 AP Spanish Literature 5hr 40wk 5cr           AP wt 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed three or four years 
of Spanish.  The AP Spanish Literature program is designed to prepare students to 
understand lectures in Spanish and to participate actively in literary discussions in 
Spanish.  It is based on a required reading list.  The works on the list are of literary 
significance and represent various historical periods, literary movements, genres, 
geographic areas, and population groups within the Spanish-speaking world.  The goal of 
the course is to help students interpret and analyze literature in Spanish.  Students will be 
required to write literary analysis papers throughout the course.  The course is taught 
entirely in Spanish. 
PREREQUISITE:  Students are expected to be considerably proficient in Spanish 
and should have a strong desire to read and explore Hispanic literature.   

 
539 Spanish Grammar and Composition 5hr    40wk   5cr    Standard wt 

This course has been designed especially for those students with considerable prior 
exposure to the oral and written language. Students electing this course should already be 
able to understand spoken Spanish language easily, use Spanish at home or in the 
community, read newspapers or magazines in Spanish with little difficulty, and write 
sentences and paragraphs in Spanish with relative ease.  Students will be expected to 
read, express themselves in Spanish orally and in writing, and participate in class 
discussions.  They will be expected to do homework and take examinations. 
PREREQUISITES:  Students who are not sure if this course is appropriate for them 
should see the Chairperson of the World Language Department for an evaluation. Fluent 
Native Speakers of Spanish 
 

540 Composition through Literature 5hr    40wk   5cr  Standard wt 
This course is designed especially for those students with considerable prior exposure to 
the oral and written language.  Students electing this course should already be able to 
understand spoken Spanish language easily, use Spanish at home or in the community, 
read in Spanish with little difficulty, and write sentences and paragraphs in Spanish with 
relative ease.  Students will be expected to read literature from a variety of genres, express 
themselves in Spanish orally and in writing, and participate in class discussions.  They 
will be expected to do homework, produce different types of written work and participate 
in class discussions. 
PREREQUISITES:  Students who are not sure if this course is appropriate for them 
should see the Chairperson of the World Language Department for an evaluation. Fluent 
Native Speakers of Spanish 



Holyoke High Course Selection Guide 2009-2010 p. 53 
DRAFT 

 
541 AP Spanish Language 5cr   40wk   5cr            AP wt  

AP Spanish Language is a five credit academic course at HHS.  It is an advanced level 
course for students who have completed advance Spanish and who are interested in 
learning the Spanish language more in depth.  The content of the course is aligned with 
the College Board AP Spanish Language course description.  Every effort is made by the 
teacher to use additional resources and online AP resources.  An AP Exam review is 
included within the course in order to prepare students for the AP Exam. 
PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of Spanish IV Honors and/or Spanish III 
Honors with permission of the Department Chair.  An average of ‘B’ or better is highly 
recommended. 
 
 

575 Latin I 5hr 40wk     5cr      Standard wt 
 This course aims to develop logical reasoning, improve observation and memory, and to 

enlarge English vocabulary specifically through derivations. Heavy emphasis is placed 
upon the translation of Latin into English; some English into Latin is employed for 
variety.   Knowledge of the Roman world serves as a basis for a better understanding of 
contemporary affairs as well as appreciation of references and allusions to the 
mythology, traditions, and history of the Romans. 

576 Latin II 5hr     40wk 5cr    Standard wt 
 This course extends the study of Latin grammar to all five cases and specialized verb 

forms along with developing facility in Latin/English translation.   Other topics include: 
historical beginnings of Western European civilization, Greek and Roman philosophical 
contributions to our modern political and ethical systems of thought. Roman family life 
and the Roman system of education is looked into rather closely.  Julius Caesar becomes 
a familiar figure. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of Latin I 575. 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Latin students have several options to continue Latin studies at the third and fourth 

year.  Latin Prose or Latin Poetry may be taken in any order after satisfactory 
completion of Latin II. 

  
581 Latin III Honors 5hr 40wk 5cr        Honors wt 
 This course begins with a systematic review of the fundamentals of Latin grammar and 

syntax.  The readings are designed to cover a wide range of Roman prose writers.  
Selections from Caesar, Cicero and Pliny lead to a deeper understanding and broader 
perspective of Roman culture.  Students will read selections from Cicero's orations and 
develop an understanding of Roman rhetoric and its influence in politics. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of Latin II 576.  A 'B' average or better 
recommended.  
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587 Latin IV Honors  5hr 40wk 5cr     Honors wt 
 Students will read, analyze and discuss the poetry of Catullus, Horace and Vergil.  The 

class will complete advanced study in the scansion and rhetorical devices of Latin poetry, 
as well as expand vocabulary and grammatical understanding.  The course will also set 
the poems in the context of the historical and social events in Rome that inspired them as 
well as explore the Greek precedents for the genre of lyric and epic poetry. 

 PREREQUISITE:  Satisfactory completion of Latin II 576.  A 'B' average or better 
recommended. 

 
556 Commercial Spanish    5hr 20wk  2.5cr  Standard wt 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed Spanish 3 and 
have the desire to expand their knowledge of Spanish by focusing on a course which 
concentrates on the use of Spanish in various business careers.  The focus of the course 
will be on specialized Spanish vocabulary as well as cultural concepts in the careers 
where the knowledge of Spanish is highly beneficial, such as Business/Technology, 
Marketing, Technical Reading/Writing, Communications, and Travel and Tourism. 
PREREQUISITE:  11th and 12th graders only.  A ‘C’ average in Spanish 3 is strongly 
recommended. 

 
557 Spanish in the Community   5hr 20wk  2.5cr  Standard wt 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed Spanish 3 and 
have the desire to expand their knowledge of Spanish by focusing on a course which 
concentrates on the use of Spanish in various careers.  The focus of this course will be on 
specialized Spanish vocabulary and cultural concepts in careers where the knowledge of 
Spanish is highly beneficial, such as the Medical field, Law/Police Enforcement, 
Government/Court System, Human Services/Social Work. 
Prerequisite: 11th and 12th graders only.   A ‘C’ average in Spanish 3 is strongly 
recommended.  
 

 
 
 
  

 


